Commitment 


Mississippians  participate  j.  y 

Baptists  organize  health  care  system 


of  Bartlett,  Tennessee,  secretary.  serve  as  the  primary  organization 
"Hie  Baptist  Conventions  of  Arkan-  through  which  the  thfee  state  Baptist 
sas,  Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  own-  conventions  carry  out  the  tradition 
ers  of  the  health  care  system,  passed  and  on-going  health  care  missions  of 
resolutions  earlier  this  year  to  estab-  affiliated  Southern  Baptist  churches, 
lish  the  new  entity.  ,  Baptist  Memorial  Hospital  is  the 

_  .  „  „  largest  non-profit  health  care  institu- 

Each  convention  names  nine  tion  in  the  United  States  with  2,068  beds 

bers  to  the  institution  s  27-member  gt  the  Medical  center,  East  Unit  and 

turn’  the  trustees  choose  the  Rehabilitation  Center,  with  annual 
Uiree  of  their  group  from  each  state  to  admissions  of  more  ^  60,000. 

function  as  an  executive  committed-  .  y  Since  June,  1980,  Baptist  has  leased 
The  charter  of  the  new  corporation  a  65-bed  hospital  in  Ripley,  Tenn.,  and 
was  filed  December  3  with  the  Tennes-  a  40-bed  hospital  in  Corning,  Arkan- 
see  Secretary  of  State  in  Nashville.  sas,  purchased  a  70-bed  hospital  in 
Like  Baptist  Memorial  Hospital,  the  Covington,  Tenn.  and  has  taken  an  bp- 
new  corporation  will  operate  exclu-  tion  to  lease  a  136-bed  hospital  in 
sively  for  charitable,  religious,  educa-  Booneville,  Miss.,  and  a  40-bed  hospi- 
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MAKE  YOUR  WILL  MONTH 


Evangelism 


King  David  prepared 
abundantly  for  his  death 


which  the  participants  may  choose  two  and  is  jointly  planned  by  the  Sunday 
concerning  Baptist  doctrines  includ-  School  and  Evangelism  departments, 
ing  studies  on  evangelism,  the  Bible, 
creation,  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  atone¬ 
ment,  election,  Jesus  Christ,  and  the 
Church. 

Themes  of  the  various  conference 
sessions  will  be  “Sin:  the  Tragedy  of 
Humanity, ’’.“Love:  the  Nature  of 
God,”  “Salvation:  Our  Only  Hope,” 

“Witnessing'  By  all  Means  to  Save 
Some.”  and  “Equipping  the  Church 
for  Evangelistic  Ministry.” 

The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Baptist  preachers  and 


By  Bill  R.  Baker,  pastor  First,  Clinton 
and  vice  president 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
bowl  of  trustees 
I  Chronicles  22:5 

Usually  when  one  hears  any  state¬ 
ment  referring  to  preparation  before 
death,  the  first  impression  centers  on 
such  words  as  funeral,  salvation, 
heaven,  forgiveness,  everlasting  life, 
etc. . 

Bavsd  prepared  abundantly  before 

his  death  but  he  was  preparing  for 
something  that  would  be  done  on  tije 
earth  and  for  the  glory  of  God.  Have 
you  ever  entertained  the  idea  that  you 
could  do  something  on  the  earth  and 
for  the  glory  of  God  after  your  death? 

Solomon  my  son  is 


Shannon 


Food  shipments  to  Poland 
allowed  in,  say  spokesmen 


David  said 
young  and  tender,  and  the  house  that  is 
to  be  built  for  the  Lord  must  be  exceed¬ 
ing  magnificent,  of  fame  and  of  glory 
throughout  all  countries:  I  will  there¬ 
fore  make  preparation  for  it.”  Even 
though  the  building  was  not  erected 
until  after  David’s  death,  he  “pre¬ 
pared  abundantly  before  his  death.” 

What  do  you  intend  to  do  on  the  earth 
and  for  the  glory  of  God  after  your 
death?  Whatever  it  is,  you  must  make 
preparation.  Now  if  you  are  asking 
how  this  can  be  done,  here  is  the  an¬ 
swer.  the  Baptist  Foundation  exists 


Draper 


By  John  Wilkes 

ZURICH,  Switzerlanc  ,  — r - , -  - - - 

Although  the  declaration  of  martial  range  for  still  another  shipment  to  be  JdoiTlC  Board  holds 
law  in  Poland  imposed  Dec.  12  closed  made  up  immediately  in  light  of  re- 
that  country’s  borders,  a  Polish  ports  of  growing  food  shortages  in  Po- 
spokesman  has  assured  European  land. 

Baptists  that  food  in  any  quantity  will  In  a  telephone  conversation  with 
be  allowed  into  the  country.*  Wumpelmann  Dec.  11,  Michal  'Stan- 

A  spokesman  for  the  Polish  embassy  kiewicz,  general  secretary  of  the 
in  Bern,  Switzerland,  said  in  a  Dec.  15  Polish  Baptist  Union,  requested  five 
telephone  interview  that  any  food  par¬ 
cels,  in  whatever  quantity,  even 
truckloads,  will  be  allowed  into  the 

country  with  only  customs  verifica-  other  priority  traffic  resumes,  Wum- 
tions  necessary.  pelmannsaid.  { 

“These  would  be  really  welcome  in 
the  present  situation,”  the  embassy 
representative  said. 

Knud  Wumpelmann,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  European  Baptist  Feder- 
left  for  Montevideo  to  ation,  said  he  is  confident  the  latest 
al  retreat  for  the  mis-  relief  shipment,  a  truckload  of 
t  country.  medicine  worth  more  than  $39,000  but 

:iark  Hensley,  execu-  purchased  for  about  $13,000,  already 
he  Mississippi  Baptist  had  reached  its  destination  at  Blalys- 
)n  Commission,  will  tok,  where  Polish  Baptists  operate  a 
retreat  in  Uruguay  home  for  elderly  people,  before  bor- 


Polish  refugee  files 

The  Home  Mission  Board  now  has  on 
hand  case  files  for  nine  refugee 
families,  all  Polish,  according  to  a 
statement  from  Richard  Alford, 
Cooperative  Missions  department. 
One  ton,  which  was  immediately  Mississippi  BaptistConvention Board, 
available,  will  be  shipped  as  soon  as  One  family  with  a  three-year-old  girl 

has  obtained  visas  already  and  is  wait- 

_  ing  to  leave  Poland.  All  of  these  need 

It  is  generally  assumed  that  Polish  sponsors,  Alford  said. 

Last  month  at  least  15  families,  all 
from  Poland,  were  seeking  refuge  in 
the  States ;  through  the  aid  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board  most  of  them  found 
sponsors.  Next  month,  still  more  will 
likely  be  ready  to  come.  r 

Anyone  desiring  to  know  more  about 
sponsorship  should  contact  Alford  at 
Box  530,  Jackson  39205  (phone  601- 
968-3967).  He  said  he  would  be  willing 
to  visit  anyone  interested,  or  talk  with 
them  by  phone  to  explain  the  needs  and 


Alexander  replaces  Carlisle  as 
Mississippi  Partners  coordinator 


Mark  Alexander,  missionary  on  fur¬ 
lough  from  Argentina,  on  Jan.  4  be¬ 
came  the  coordinator  for  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Partners  with  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
the  partnership  effort  between  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists  and  the  Baptists  of 
Paraguay,  Uruguay,  and  Argentina. 

He  replaces  Jason  Carlisle:  missio¬ 
nary  to  Uruguay,  who  will  be  returning 
to  the  field.  * 

Alexander  is  the  executive  secret¬ 
ary  of  the  Mary  Sierras  Association 
and  lives  while  on  the  fi,eld  in  the  city  of 
Mar  del  Plata.  This  is  250  miles  south¬ 
east  of  Buenos  Aires.  It  is  a  sea  resort 
city  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

Mar  del  Plata  has  two  churches,  and 
Alexander  has  been  pastor  of  both.  The 
association  has  six  churches  and  four 
mission  points. 

Alexander  is  from  Norfolk.  Va. ;  and 
his  wife,  Cecile,  is  from  Corinth,  Mis?. 


churqh  worship  services. 

Polish  embassy  personnel,  when 
asked  specifically  about  church  meet¬ 
ings,  confirmed  they  were  not  banned. 

( Wilkes  is  director  of  European  Bap¬ 
tist  News  Service.) 


requirements. 

Baptists  give  million 
dollars  a  month  in  1981 


that  was  experienced  at  the  end  of 
November.  While  the  total  for  theyear 
did  not  quite  match  the  budget  projec¬ 
tion,  the  shortage  was  only  $118,451  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  1981  budget 
was  $12,655,000. 

“Such  a  strong  finish  for  the  year  in 
Cooperative  Program  gifts  is  surely  a 
cause  for  rejoicing,”  Kelly  noted.  “It 
indicates  that  Mississippi  Baptists 
continue  to  place  a  very  high  priority 
on  missions  endeavors  in  our  state, 
across  this  nation,  and  around  the 
world.” 

‘“Ihe  financial  needs  are  increasing 
in  the  endeavor  to  provide  a  Christian 
wi  tness  to  everyone  in  the  world  by  the 
end  of  this  century,”  he  noted. 

‘‘That  is  the  reason  that  the  1962 
Cooperative  Program  budget  is 
$13,920,500.  This  certainly  presents  a 
challenge;  but  based  on  our  1981  ex¬ 
perience,  our  1982  missions  gifts  will 
be  a  worthwhile  expression  of  the  mis¬ 
sions  consciousness  of  Mississippi 


Jason  Carlisle  and  Mark  Alexander  discuss  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  project  that  is 
involving  Mississippi  Baptists  in  volunteer  service  in  Argentina.  Uruguay,  and 
Paraguay.  .  I 
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Missionaries  on  furlough 

Missionaries  now  on  furlough  in  hnd  Barbara  Anne  Phlegar,  Tb 
Mississippi  are:  1625  Easy  St.,  Yazoo  City  39194 

Jason  and  Susan  Carlisle,  Uruguay,  ley  and  Glenna  Stamps,  Ni« 
4233  Carter  Circle,  Jackson  39209;  Bill  715  E.  Northside  Drive,  Jacksoi 
and  Carolyn  Smith,  Brazil,  3331  Old  Cornelia  Leavell,  Hong  Kong, 
Canton  Road ,  Jackson  39216 ;  Edd  and  Washington  St ,  Starkville  397£ 
Freda  Trott,  Brazil,  Pine  Trail,  Apt 

M-5,  Springridge  Road,  Clinton  39056;  Roger  and  Beverly  Swann 
Robert  and  Nan  Sugg,  Taiwan,  N.  zania,  416  Ford  Ave.,  Columbia 
Colony  Copperfield  Ct.  No.  61,  420  Antonina  Canzoneri,  5939  C 
Beasley  Road,  Jackson  39206;  R.  T.  Boulevard,  Jackson  39209;  and 
and  Frances  Buckley,  Bangladesh,  Rt.  Dann  Stampley,  Ghana,  919  R 
2,  Box  103 -C,  Picayune  39466;  Donald  Jackson  39209. 


usion 


By  Jerry  Vardanian,  director, 
Cobb  Institute  of  Archaeology 
Mississippi  State  University,  ' 
and  interim  pastor,  Harrisburg, 
Tupelo 

^  f;|ffonol°6ical  difficulty  presents 
in  Josephus  here,  for  he  says  that 
Gratus  ruled  for  “11  years  ”  whereas 
if  Gratus  changed  the  priesthood  year 
by  year  and  appointed  a  total  of  4 
priests,  one  would  have  expected 
Gratus  to  have  ruled  as  procurator 
only  4  years  and  for  his  term  to  have 
ended  in  A.D.  18,  thus: 

A.D.  15  =  year  1 
« A.D.  16  =  year  2 
A.D.  17  =  year  3 
A.D.  18  =  year  4 


Naturally,  the  comet 


The  Christmas  Star 

“. . .  we  have  seen  his  star  in  its  east¬ 
ern  rising.  . . Matthew  2:2. 


,  .  . ,  ...  appeared  at  its  By  this  author’s  interpretation  Pi- 

bnghtest  then,  since  it  was  so  close  to  late  was  sent  to  Rome  before  Tiirh/s 
earth.  TJus  drawing  helps  one  to  un-  moved  to  the  Island  of  Capri.  iS 
derstand  why  the  comet  was  only  seen  of  translating  Josephus’  word  met™ 
nOemymM  September  9/10)  and  ea  "dled.^as  WhS'  "H 

afUT  £*'.!"£  "*  m<J"s  sense  to  translate  it  m 

west  The  “tail”  of  the  comet  is  caused  moved.  This  would  mean  that  P  late 
by  sunlight  pushing  upon  the  comet’s  was  fired  from  his  office  as  procurator 
dust  particles,  thus  the  tail  points  of  Judaea  around  A  D  26  since  for  the 
away  from  the  sun.  lastlOyearsofhislifeTiberiuslivedon 

The  time  of  the  census  mentioned  the  Isle  of  Capri,  and  it  was  quite  rare 
when  Jesus’  death  drew  near  for  him  ever  to  set  foot  on  the  mainland 

“Master,  is  it  lawful  to  pay  the  census  of  Italy  after  that  move  on  his  part  If 
tax  unto  Caesar . .?”  (See  Matthew  indeed  Pilate  were  fired  by  A  D  26 
22:17;  Mark  12: 14 ;  Luke  20:22).  from  having  power  in  Judaea,  then  the 

In  the  first  century  the  Romans  con-  crucifixion  of  Jesus  had  to  take  place 

iucted  periodic  census  efforts  before  that  time.  Far  too  long  we  have 

throughout  their  domains.  It  is  known,  followed  blindly  Eusebius’  chronology 

at  least  for  Egypt,  when  these  times  of  for  our  understanding  of  the  time  that 

census  occurred.  For  example,  the  Pilate  served  in  office.  Eusebius  is  ap¬ 
pear  A.D.  5-6  was  a  census  year;  the  proximately  10  years  too  late  on  this 

matter. 


Evangelism 
in  Northeast 


It  is  likely  that  Halley’s  comet, 
which  made  a  particularly  do6e  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  earth  in  12  B.C:,  was  the 
Christmas  star  of  Matthew’s  Gospel.  It 
arose  in  the  east  and  became  visible  to 
the  human  eye  ca.  August  26,  12  B.C. 
and  stayed  yisible  until  October  21, 12 
SB.C.  From  the  time  of  its  appearance, 
it  gradually  intensified  in  brightness. 
After  September  9  or  10,  it 


STROUDSBURG,  Pa.  (BP)—  mont),  a  fellowship  affiliated  with  the 
Evangelism  is  the  common  chord  Maryland  convention.  Baptists  in  New 
which  can  bring  five  Southern  Baptist  Ehgland  expect  to  organize  as  a  state 
bodies  in  the  northeastern  United  convention  in  1984  or  1985. 

States  together  for  a  massive  Bold  During  the  two-day  Pennsylvania 
Mission  Thrust  project  in  1962-85,  ac-  meeting,  representatives  of  the  five 
cording  to  participants  at  an  area  Baptist  bodies  formulated  plans  far 
planning  meeting  in  Pennsylvania’s  Northeast  Thrust,  a  Bold  Mission  pro- 
Pocono  Mountains.  ject  which  calls  for  a  cooperative 

Almost  100  Southern  Baptists  from  evangelism  emphasis.  One  possible 
the  tyortheast  including  pastors,  laity  project  is  simultaneous  evangelistic 
and  associational  and  state  leaders  events  to  be  conducted  throughout  the 
gathered  in  Stroudsburg,  Pa. ,  to  plan  a  Northeast  in  1964. 
cooperative  Bold  Mission  Evangelistic  In  an  area  with  approximately  60 
For  many  years,  scholars  have  Thrust  to  “reach  multitudes  of  lost  million  population,  Southern  Baptists 
known  of  the  Acta  Pilati  which  seem  to  people,  revive  church  members,  and  claim  only  136,979  resident  church 
date  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus  to  A.D.  21  strengthen  existing  congregations.”  members.  This  0.02  percentof  the  total 
(see  Robert  Eisler,  TTie  Messiah  Jesus  Conference  participants,  led  by  Al-  population  meets  in  601  Southern  Bap- 

and  John  the  Baptist,  pp.  16  ff.).  This  bert  McClellan,  retired  associate  tist  churches.  Sixty-seven  counties  in 
date  has  much  to  commend  it;  atleast,  executive  director  of  the  SBC  Execu-  the  area,  with  a  population  of  5,338,700, 
A.D.  21  is  approximately  correct,  tive  Committee,  also  sought  methods  have  no  SBC-affiliated  church  or  mis- 
Notice  one  final  event  in  the  New  Tes-  through  which  the  five  Baptist  bodies  sion. 

tament  which  shows  that  Jesus  died  can  work  together  to  give  60  million  The  proposed  Northeast  Thrust  had 
well  before  A.D.  30,  the  approximate  people  in  the  northeastern  United  its  beginnings  two  years  ago  when 
time  when  most  modern  students  of  States  the  opportunity  to  hear  and  ac-  convention  executive  directors  met  to 
the  Bible  place  his  crucifixion.  cept  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  discuss  ways  the  five  groups  could 

The  time  of  Paul’s  «»nv*r.iA„  Southern  Baptist  bodies  in  the  work  together.  Evangelism  directors 

Northeast  include  the  Baptist  Conven-  from  the  area  then  helped  formulate  a 
tion  of  Maryland  (Maryland  and  De-  concerted  effort  to  reach  across  state 
laware),  organized  in  1836;  District  of  convention  borders  in  a  dramatic  dis- 
Columbia 


was  no 

longer  to  be  seen  in  the  eastern  sky  at 
dawn,  but  was  detectable  only  in  the 
.  western  horizon  at  the  time  when 
twilight  settled  (see  chart).  Its  move¬ 
ment  was  almost  imperceptible  when 
it  first  appeared.  Between  the  period 
of  September  6-13  its  rapid  movement 
across  the  sky  intensified. 

Many  modem  interpreters  view  this 
heavenly  manifestation  as  purely  fan¬ 
ciful  or  “theological”  rather  than  ac¬ 
tual.  These  interpreters  feel  that 
“Matthew”  simply  utilized  Some  Old 
Testament  passages  which  mentioned 
a  star  arising  out  of  Israel-  (Numbers 
24:17)  for  his  own  purposes  to  show 
that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah,  whether 
or  not  such  an  event  actually  occurred 
at  the  time  of  Jesus'  birth  ( see  Brown, 
Birth  of  Messiah, pp.  195  ff.,  as  a  typi- 


same  was  true  for  A.D.  20-21;  records 
ftre  preserved  from  such  years,  as  well 
as  for  the  year  A.D.  62-63  (see  for  con¬ 
venience  G.  A:  Barton,  Archaeology 
and  the  Bible,  r941,  pp.  553-558). 

The  word  which  the  King  James 
translators  render  as  “tribute”  is  bet¬ 
ter  translated  as  census  tax  (Gk.  * 
kensos )  t  Tire  question  raised  by  Jesus’ 
enemies  seemed  to  be  a  burning  issue 
of  the  day.  It  makes  perfect  sense  to 
see  the  issue  which  they  raised  as  cur¬ 
rent,  which  it  would  be  if  the  time  for 
such  a  census  (in  A.D.  20/21),  had  rol¬ 
led  around  again.  The  next  such  cen¬ 
sus  would  not  qhne  until  A.D.  34,  since 
these  censi  occurred  every  14  years.  It 
makes  more  sense  to  relate  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  Jesus’  enemies  to  the  census  of 
A.D.  20-21. 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  the  first 
century  B.C.  there  is  some  reason  to 
date  the  census  intervals  17  years 
apart,  but  14  years  apart  if  in  the  first 
century  A.D.  Thus,  12  B.C.  fifs  per¬ 
fectly  for  the  birth  year  of  Jesus,  being 
within  the  appropriate  census  cycle 
then  current. 

Interestingly,  this  specific  coin 
which  was  shown  to  Jesus  is  well 
known.  It  was  a  denarius  of  Tiberius, 
showing  his  portrait  on  the  obverse, 
and  on  the  reverse.  Pax  is  shown  on  a 
throne,  holding  a  branch.  Each  one  of 
these  ‘‘tribute  pennies,”  as  they  are 


lowing  way.  Josephus  could  have  said 
that  Gratus  ruled  “ETA.”  which 
Means  "4  years,"  and  this  could  have 
been  confused  easily  by  some  later 
scribe  to  mean  “11  years”  (=  EIA). 
Thus,  one  finds  a  similar  problem  en¬ 
countered  above  in  the  case  of  the 
1 15th  year"  of  Tiberius: 


E  |A  *  “4  years" 

We  take  pains  to  write  out  these  two 
figures  as  they  could  have  appeared  in 
the  Greek  original  so  that  the  reader 
can  see  again  how  little  difference 
there  could  be  between  the  two  num¬ 
bers.  Again,  it  was  just  as  difficult  for 
an  ancient  scribe  to  distinguish  bet¬ 
ween  these  two  numbers  as  then  writ¬ 
ten  as  it  is  for  the  modern  reader  to  do 
so.  One  cannot  know  at  this  point  in 
time  how  to  understand  Josephus’  re¬ 
marks  and  what  could  have  happened 
in  the  transmission  of  his  text;  enough 
is  dear  to  show  that  Caiaphas  was  on 
the  scene  in  Judea  by  A.D.  18  and  could 
have  served  any  time  after  that  as  high 


cal  exponent  of  this  view). 

The  view  that  the  star  which  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  time  of  Jesus’  birth  was  a 
comet  is  not  new.  As  early  as  Origen 
(Against  Celsus  1.58,  59)  this  opinion 
was  accepted:  “The  star  which  was 
seen  . .  .  (was)  of  the  nature  of  those 
celestial  bodies  which  appear  attimes, 
such  as1  comets,  or  those  meteors 
which  resemble  beams  of  wood(  or 
beards,  or  wine  jars,  or  any  of  those 
other  names  by  which  the  Greeks  are 
accustomed  to  describe  their  varying 
appeai^nces  ...  on  the  occurrence  of 
great  events.  . .  such  stars  are  wont  to 
appear. .  .  j”  (for  convenience,  see 
Roberts  and  Donaldson,  Ante-Nicene 
Fathers,  Vol,  IV,  p.  422).  In  the  period 
under  consideration,  there  were  only  2 
certain  comets  which  were  manifest  in 
the  time  between  12  -  4  B.C.  One  comet 
(Halley’s)  was  manifest  in  12  B.C. ;  the 
Chinese  briefly  record  one  in  10  B.C., 
but  speak  of  it  as  a  “Po”  comet,  which 
means  that  it  did  not  have  a  tail ;  even 
if  comets  occurred  in  5/4  B.C.,  such 
manifestations  were  simply  too  late  to 
be  identified  with  the  stellar  > 
phenomena  of  the  wise  nWitirilifch 
Matthew  describes. 

If  Halley’s  Comet  was  the  Christmas 
star,  it  is  significant  to  note  that  this 
same  comet  reappeared  for  71  days  in 
A.D.  66,  just  before  the  beginning  of 
the  1st  revolt,  which  resulted  in  the  de¬ 
struction  of  Jrfusalem:  “So  it  was 
when  a  star,  resembling  a  sword,  stood 
over  the  city,  even  a  comet  which  con¬ 
tinued  for  a  year”  (Josephus,  War. 

VI.5.3.289).  Any  part  of  a  year  was 
counted  as  a  year  by  the  ancients. 

Comets  were  interpreted  by  the  an¬ 
cients  as  both  good  omens  ( they  looked 
like  Sceptres,  etc. )  and  as  evil  omens 
(they  resembled  swords).  Is  Halley’s 
Comet  the  sign  of  the  Son  of  Man  which  recounts  a  number  of  actions  that 

Jesus  predicted  those  of  his  generation  Tiberius  carried  out,  and  speaks  to 
would  see  in  that  time  period  ( Luke  him  though  Tiberius  were  still  liv- 
21.25-27)?  It  is  possible.  In  any  case,  it  inK  and,  indeed,  died  later: 
is  to  reappear  again  in  1986.  -D  Tiberius  establishes  friendship 


to  Jerusalem.  . . .”  (Galatians  2:1) 

One  of  the  keenest  problems  in  New 
Testament  study  concerns  Pauline 
chronology.  Many  students  of  the  New 
Testament  who  have  been  influenced 
by  the  distinguished  scholar,  John 
Knox,  who  wrote  Chapters  in  a  Life  of 
Paul,  are  denying  that  Paul  made  as 
many  trips  to  Jerusalem  as  he  is  rep¬ 
resented  as  making  in  the  Book  of 
Acts.  The  author  has  not  been  able  to 
accept  Knox’s  reconstruction  on  this 
matter,  nor  those  newer  attempts  by 
various  students  who  have  been  influ¬ 
enced  by  Knox.  Both  Paul ’s  letters  and 
Acts  are  in  conflict  with  Knox.  The 
conflict  between  Acts  and  Paul’s  let- 
ters  is  simply  imaginary  in  Knox’s 
mind. 

Acts  is  quite  credible  as  a  witness  to  death  of  a  young  Christian  policeman 
the  early  history  of  the  New  Testament  became  an  opportunity  for  Christian 
events.  Luke  wrote  not  only  the  Gospel  witness  to  heads  of  state  and  an  entire 
which  bears  his  name,  but  also  this  police  force  in  troubled  Dominica, 
valuable  source  of  Acts,  which  details  Still  recovering  from  the  devasta¬ 
te  later  history  of  the  Apostles.  To  tion  of  Hurricape  David  two  years  ago, 
date  the  time  of  Paul’s  conversion,  one  the  island  nation— only  29  miles  long 
must  combine  the  information  found  in  and  14  miles  wide— has  been  plagued 
Paul’s  letters  (especially  the  Book  of  by  unrest  and  terrorism  in  more  re- 
Galatians),  and  the  information  found 
in  the  Book  of  Acts.  And  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  Acts  is  stronger  than  Knox’s 
inferences.  / 

Note  the  facts  about  Paul’s  conver¬ 
sion  as  found  in  the  Book  of  Acts  and 
Galatians,  especially  as  far  as  the  time 
of  that  conversion  is  concerned : 

1)  The  Book  of  Acts  informs  us  that 
Paul,  after  a  long  absence  from 
Jerusalem,  made  a  trip  to 
Jerusalem  apparently  some  while 
before  the  death  of  King  Agrippa  I, 
who  died  late  in  A.D.  44  or  early  in 
A.D.  45  (Acts  11:30).  To  us,  this  trip 
was  the  journey  mentioned  in  Gala¬ 
tians  2 : 1,  in  which  he  strongly  says 
it  had  been  14  years  since  he  had 
been  in  Jerusalem.  It  seems 
reasonable  to  date  this  journey  of 
Paul  to  Jerusalem  no  later  than  ca. 

A.D.  43/44',  But  Paul’s  other  jour¬ 
neys  to,  Jerusalem  coincide  with 
sabbatical  years  (2nd  =  A.D.  48; 

3rd  =  A.D.  54).  If  Paul’s  journey  at 
this  time  were  in  connection  with  a 
sabbatical  year  (when  the  “poor” 
especially  needed  help)  the  trip  at 
this  time  dated  A.D.  41.  Cf .  Gal.  2: 10 
—  “remember  poor.” 

2)  Paul  says  that  it  had  been  14  years 
since  he  had  visited  Jerusalem, 
making  his  last  visit  there  when  he 
abode  with  Peter  for  15  days  no 
later  than  ca.  A.D.  29/30;  this  visit, 
no  later  than  ca.  A.D.  29/30,  is  to  be 
identified  with  his  visit  mentioned 
in  Acts  9:26-30;  Acts  22:17-21;  Acts 
26:20,  and  Galatians  1:18-20.  As 
seen  in  the  preceding  point  1  above, 
it  is  possible  that  one  must  reckon 
back  14  years  from  A.D.  41,  making 
Paul’s  visif^ith  Peter  date  to  A.D. 

27  (a  sabbatical  year) 

3)  Before  Paul  went  up  to  Jerusalem 
/  following  his  conversion,  he  had 
ministered  in  Damascus  and  adja¬ 
cent  regions  for  3  years  (Galatians 
1:18).  We  are  driven  back,  there¬ 
fore,  to  a  time  no  later  than  ca.  A.D. . 

26/27,  for  Paul’s  conversion;  possi¬ 
bly,  Paul  was  converted  as  early  as 
A.D.  24/25  (points  1  and  2  above). 

For  those  interpreters  who  fix  Jesus’ 
death  after  A.D.  30  (such  as  Knox), 
there  is  no  way  that  they  can  fit  Paul’s 
conversion  into  their  scheme  before 
that  time.  For  students  who  are  willing 
to  take  the  statements  and  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  New  Testament  itself  as 
serious  history,  no  problem  is  encoun¬ 
tered  in  placing  Paul’s  conversion  so 
early.  This  is  another  reason,  how¬ 
ever,  why  the  “15th  year”  of  Tiberius 
(Luke  3:1)  has  to  be  reinvestigated 
and  dealt  with  seriously.  If  Jesus  died 
ca.  A.D.  20/21,  Paul’s  conversion 
chronology  is  easily  acceptable  and 
harmonizes  beautifully  with  the  Gos¬ 
pel  chronology,  as  well. 


Baptist  Convention  play  of  cooperation  to  evangelize  60 
(Washington,  D.C. )  organized  in  1877 ;  million  people. 

Baptist  Convention  of  New  York,  or-  The  Pennsylvania  meeting  was  cal- 
ganized  in  1969;  Pennsylvania-South  led  to  continue  the  planning  process 
Jersey  Baptist  Convention,  organized  and  allow  input  from  Southern  Baptist 
in  1970;  and  the  Baptist  General  As-  leaders  in  the  area.  Information 
sociation  of  New  England  (C&nnec-  gathered  will  be  compiled  into  a  single 
ticut,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  document  for  further  planning  of 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island  and  Ver-  Northeast  Thrust  projects. 


Funeral  of  policeman 
turns  into  testimony 


priest. 

Missionary  activity  in  China  by 
Christians  between  A.D.  25-28: 

Years  ago  a  perceptive  student  of 
church  history  foifnd  sonje  evidence 
from  early  Chinese  records  that  must 
aljo  be  considered  in  this  connection. 
He  found  that  Chinese,  records  testify 
to  Christian  missionary  activity  in  that 
country  between  A.D.  25-?8,  Obyiou^ 
lyt  the  early  Christians  took  seriously 
Jesus'  commandment  that  they  should 
carry  the£ospel  to  the  uttermost  parts 
of  the  earth  (Acts  1:8  ff.;  Matthew 
28:20).  ,  . 

These  early  missionaries  In  China 
suffered  persecution  and  death  even  at 
that  primitive  period.  The  writer 
points  out  that  there  was  a  perfectly 
good  trade  highway  which  ran  from 
Syria-Palestine,  and  the  west,  to  the 
area  of  China,  and  that  it  was  well’ 
known  and  regularly  traveled  by  an¬ 
cient  peoples.  Such  an  early  date  for 
Christian  missionaries  in  China  is  not 
possible  for  one  who  dates  the  death  of 
Jesus  after  A.D.  30,  but  it  could  be  suf- 
ficiently  explained  if  the  date 
suggested  here  is  accurate  for  the  time 
of  Jesus’  birth. 

Luke  describes  the  treasurer  of 
Candace  of  Ethiopia  who  was  con¬ 
verted  by  Philip  (ActsU: 26-39). 

Recent  research  indicates  that  these 
queens  in  Africa  carried  on  trade  as 
widespread  as  Gaul  on  the  one  hand, 
and  India  on  the  other,  when  one  of  the 


heads  of  state  and  hundreds  of  friends 
were  present/ 

“The  service  was  a  testimony  that  in 


and  hearing  the  voice  of  Patrick’! 
ter,  Joy:  “They’ve  killed  Patrick !  Can  Singleton  said 

yqu  come?”  * - -* 1 - 

Mrs.  Singleton  and  her  husband, 

Jonathan,  a  native  cf  Belzoni,  Miss., 
dressed  and  left  immediately.  He  went 
to  the  hospital  and  waited  with  the  pa¬ 
rents  and  older  brothers  for  Patrick’s 


loss  proclaimed  victory  in  Christ,  ”  the 
missionary  observed. 


Enjoy  exciting  GOLF 

N  -SA  on  the  GULF 
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r  EARLY  BIRO  SPECIAL  $84.95 

(p#r  person  —  double  occupency) 

i  Days  -  4  Nites  /  Sept.  1  -  Jan.  31 

•  4  Championship  Golf  Courses 

•  $20  Food  Allowance 

•  Free  Golf  Cap  - 

•  5  Rounds  of  Golf 


HALL  EVS 

COMET 
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Gulf-front,  heated  pool,  beach,  cable  color  TV, 
spacious  rooms,  suites,  dining  room,  enter¬ 
tainment,  game  room,  children’s  play  area 
Year-round  golf,  fresh/salt  water-fishing,  sight¬ 
seeing.  26  miles  of  white  sandy  beach.  2  blks.  to 
Edgewater  Shopping  Mall  (over  143  stores). 
Group  rates,  various  package  plans.  Children 


^gnder  18  free  accompanied  by  parents. 

SNOWBIRD  SPECIAL  $120.50- 

(P*f  P«f»on  —  double  occupancy) 

5  Days  -  4  Nites  /  Fab.  1- June  1 

•  $25  Fodd  Allowance 

•  8  Championship  Golf  Courses 

•  Game  Room 

•  Golfers  Get  -Together  i 

Every  Wednesday 

•  Free  Golf  Cap 
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Bronx  Shepherds  cite  need 
for  Baptist  Volunteer  help 


BAPTIST  RECORD  P  AQfc-3 

,n>ursday, January  7, 188? 


Board  seeks  to 
contact  Ghana 
missionaries 

ACCRA,  Ghana  (BP)— Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  lead¬ 
ers  are  trying  to  contact  missionaries 
in  Accra,Ghana,  in  the  wake  of  a 
military  coup  in  that  capital  city  early 
Dec.  31. 

|  i 

The  American  Embassy  in  Accra 
reported  the  estimated  1,500  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  the  country  were  believed  safe 
and  were  being  urged  to  stay  in  their 
homes.  Heavy  gunfire  was  reported  at 
the  airport  and  in  the  area  of  Burma 
Barracks,  the  central  military  camp 
at  Accra,  news  reports  said.  < 

Thirty-one  of  the  51  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  stationed  in  Ghana  were 
in  the  west  African  country  when  the 
coup  was  staged  before  dawn.  Two 
couples  and  two  single  missionaries 
are  stationed  in  Accra.  J 

Jerry  J.  Rawlings,  34-year-old 
former  flight  lieutenant;  staged  the 
overthrow  of  the  civilian  government 
led  by  elected  president  Hilla  Limann, 
the  reports  said.  Rawlings  staged  a 
similar  coup  two  years  ago,  overturn¬ 
ing  the  government  of  Lt.  Gen.  Fre¬ 
derick  Akuffo,  then  turned  over  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  nation  to  Limann  after  a 
public  election. 

The  only  missionaries  with  Missis¬ 
sippi  ties  currently  in  Ghana  are  Ralph 
and  Joyce  Merritt  Davis.  They  were  in 
Tamale  where  they  work  at  the  Baptist 
Training  Center. 

|| 

He  is  a  native  of  Pachuta  and  she  of 


Thefollawing  is  a  reproduction  of 
a  commitment  card  that  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists  will  be  given  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  sign  m  their  churches 
next  Sunday,  which  is  Witness 
Commitment  Day: 


1982  World’s  Fair 

Knoxville,  Tennessee  ;  . 

Accommodations  available  for  2 
to  40  people— with  kitchens.  > 

Write  or  call 
Rev.  Gene  Roberts  i 

Roberts  World  Tours 

Rt.  5,  Box  107 
Seymour,  TN  37865 
615-573-5632 


ness.” 

Jronx  Simpson  said  the  work  teams  are  in- 
tional  volved  in  “sweat  evangelism,”  de¬ 
in  the  monstrafing  their  concern  for  the 
ive  is-  people  and  sharing  the  good  news  of 
the  gospel  while  they  work  alongside 
Bronx  residents.  Members  of  Bronx 
in  an  churches  are  asked  to  “tithe”  five 
work  days  a  year  to  work  with  team 
members  from  Southern  Baptist 
churches. 

Harvey  Durham,  executive  director 

_ _ _ _  ^  of  the  Bronx  Shepherds  Corp. ,  said  the 

ings  in  the  Bronx.  The  apartmentswill  combination  of  work  teams  and 
eventually  be  sold  to  tenants  for  $250  “tithed  labor”  from  Bronx  churches 
each.  enables  the  Shepherds  to  renovate  an 

.  ,  ,  apartment  for  less  than  $12,000,  com- 

R»n*^tSrT^°K'  Paot0f  of  tfieuBronx  Pared  to  the  $50,000  cost  of  current 
.  P  fHrCcfc.  3  ^ne  °*  market  rate,  since  labor  costs  corn- 

leaders  in  the  Shepherds  pointed  out.  prise  about  75  percent  of  renovation 

We  are  not  in  the  housing  expenses, 
business  we  are  in  the  people  busi-  Jack  Roach,  a  cerified  public  ac- 


ckATkA?TA  !BP>-The  Bronx 
shepherds,  an  interdenominational 
organization  of  religious  leaders  in  the 
Bronx  section  of  New  York,  have  is¬ 
sued  a  plea  for  continued  Southern 
Baptist  help  in  rebuilding  the  burned- 
out  and  abandoned  apartments 
area  that  looks  like  a  war  zone. 

During  the  past  year,  five  work 
teams  from  Southern  Baptist  churches 
helped  the  Shepherds  rebuild  and  re¬ 
furbish  135  apartments  in  five  build- 


With  the  Holy  Spirit  as  my  guide,  I  thell  prey 
for  end  make  an  effort  to  there  Christ  with 
the  following  people  this  year: 


|  (Jot  these  names  in  the  fly  leaf  of  your  Bible 
as  your  permanent  prayer  list.) 


Address 


Telephone 


Department 


Multimedia 
Resource 
for  Christian 
Home  Week, 
1982 


Kenya  to  host 
conference 


I  would  be  interested  in  a  witness 
training  class  in  the  near  future 


WASHINGTON— Baptist  nien  from 
nearly  100  countries  will  be  meeting  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya.  July  16-21, 1962.  They 
will  attend  the  3rd  World  Conference  of 
Baptist  Men,  an  eventthat  takes  place 
every  five  years.  The  two  previous 
conferences  were  field  in  Hong  Kong 
and  Indianapolis,  USA.  . 

The  theme  will  be,  “For  the  Healing 
of  the  Person.”  Lectures,  Bible 
studies,  workshops  and  exciting  inter¬ 
national  fellowship  are  part  of  die  rich 
program  In  two  evangelistic  open-air 
rallies  the  gospel  will  be  presented  to 
the  people  of  ‘Nairobi.  Harold  C.  Car¬ 
ter,  pastor  of  New  Shiloh  Baptist 
Church.  Baltimore,  MD.  will  be  the 
guest  evangelist. 

Safari  tours,  either  before  or  after 
the  conference,  will  enhance  the  fel¬ 
lowship.  A  small  group  of  Baptist 
leaders  will  travel  from  Kenya  to 
Liberia  where  a  similar  conference  is 
planned  in  Monrovia,  mainly  for  Bap¬ 
tist  men  from  the  northwestern  part  of 
Africa. 

Journeyman 
applications 
due  Jan.  15 

RICHMOND,  Va— The  application 
deadline  for  the  1982-84  term  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  missionary  journeyman 
program  is  Jan.  15.  Applications  must 
be  postmarked  by  that  date. 

The  missionary  journeyman  prog¬ 
ram  is  designed  for  Southern  Baptist 
college  graduates  interested  in  using 
their  skills  on  overseas  mission  fields 
for  two  years. 

Applicants  must  be  age  26  or  under, 
single  or  married  without  children, 

U.S.  citizens,  and  qualified  for  specific 
mission  tasks.  j  . 

Write  or  call  Everett  Burnette  or 
Judy  Brummett,  Personnel  Selection 
Department,  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

SBC,  P.O.  Box  6767,  Richmond.  Va, 

23230.  Telephone:  (804  )  353-0151. 

Alexanders  .  .  . 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
using  a  video  tape  orientation  pre¬ 
pared  for  Mississippi  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 

Ray  Henry,  pastor  of  Society  Hill 
Baptist  Church,  will  be  .the  construc¬ 
tion  coordinator;  and  David  Michel, 
pastor  of  Prentiss  Baptist  Church,  will 
be  the  evangelism  coordinator. 

Mrs.  Alexander  will  work  with  Mar- 
jean  Patterson,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  and  Alexander  in  prayer 
partnerships.  The  Alexanders  have  a 
son.  Mark  Steven,  who  will  graduate 
from  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth  in  May. 

David  prepared 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
earth  that  would  continue  after  her  de¬ 
cease.  In  order  to  do  this  preparation 
had  to  be  made.  According  to  their 
dreams  and  plans,  her  husband  has 
now  placed  a  sum  of  money  with  the 
Foundation  in  her  name  and  memory. 

The  return  from  this  preparation  will 
be  given  each  year  through  her  church 
to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
for  Foreign  Missions. 

After  your  departure  from  this  life 
you  could  serve  God  on  this  earth  by  who  tried  the  ploy, 
building  buildings,  sending  mis-  Douglas  and  Carolyn  Page,  of  Eden 
sionaries,  educating  young  people  in  Prairie,  Minn.,  applied  for  property 
college  and  seminary,  providing  child  tax  exemption  in  1978  on  their  single 
care,  healing  the  sick,  and— the  list  is  family  dwelling  after  Page  was  “or- 
unending.  However,  you  must,  like  dained”  as  a  minister  in  the  Basic 
David,  make  preparation  for  it.  Bible  Church  of  America.  The 

During  “Make  Your  Will  Month”  church’s  head.  Pope  Jerome  Daly,  a 
you  would  be  a  wise  and  faithful  ste-  disbarred  attorney  convicted  of  selling 
vard  by  deciding  what  you  would  like  marijuana,  also  inducted  Page  into  his 
to  do  on  the  earth  and  for  the  glory  of  “Order  of  Almighty  God.” 

G"d  after  your  death,  and  preparing  , 

abundantly  for  it.  Ppprpati an  Mini. 


HOW  TO*  LEAD  YOUR 
FAMILY  IN  BIBLE  STUDY 
AND  WORSHIP 

Equipping  Center  Module  with 
Members  Resource,  Small 
Group  and  One-to-One  Study 
Guides,  Filmslip,  Case  Study 
Cards,  Posters;  More. 

$11.95 

A  'ABAPTIST 

IiA/j^tore 


fighting  and  apparently  winning  a  con-  1  / 

tinued  subsidy  for  second-class  non¬ 
profit  mailers  this  summer,  Baptist 
editors  learned  in  late  December  th  Dflll  nCSt  IS 
subsidy  will  end  Jan.  10.  (■  ■«  F  , 

The  immediate  effect  for  Baptist  IlOnie  recuperating  / 
state  newspapers  and  similar  mailers 

is  an  increase  in  postage  costs  of  at  Dan  West,  manager  of  the  Missis- 
least  100  percent  and  up  to  150  percent,  sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board’s 
depending  on  volume  and  weight  of  the  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat,  Kos- 
newspaper.  ,  I  ciusko,  is  at  his  home  now  at  the  re- 

In  meeting  President  Reagan’s  de-  treat  and  recovering  from  injuries  suf - 
mand  for  an  additional  across-the-  fered  Nov.  25  in  an  automobile  pcci- 
board  reduction  in  domestic  spending,  dent. 

Congress  slashed  nearly  $4  billion  '  Paul  Harrell  of  the  Brotherhood  De- 
from  the  1982  budget  when  it  passed  a  partment  which  operates  the -Retreat 
stop-gap  funding  bill  in  mid-December  said  Dan  will  have  some  more  facial 
to  keep  the  government  running  bone  surgery  but  is  in  good  spirits  and 
through  March  31.  The  bill  provided  resting  well.  The  rest  of  the  family  has^ 
$82  million  less  funding  for  the  subsidy  recovered  from  the  accident  which  in- 

which  provides  preferential  rates  for  jured  Dan’s  wife  Rachel  and  daughter 
non-profit  second-class  mailers  than  Shannon, 
was  authorized  by  Congress  when  it 
set  federal  spending  ceilings  during 
the  first  round  of  budget  cuts  last 
summer.  ’  , 

Had  Congress  appropriated  the  full 
$696  million  authorized  for  this  postal 
subsidy,  second-class  non-profit  mail¬ 
ers  \vould  h^ve  continued  to  move 


Med  Center  trustees  elect  officers 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center's  board  of  trustees  1982  officers  are,  from  left  to 
right,  Paul  Moak,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee;  Bill  Causey,  vice-president; 
Zach  Hedermqm,  president;  and  Alvis  Hunt,  secretary.  Moak  has  been  a  board 
member  11  yeaTvCausey.  16  years;  Hederman,  31  years;  and  Hunt,  3  years.  The 
1 5-member  board  and  its  officers  are  elected  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


Visit  your  Baptist  Bookstore 
or  order  from  the  Baptist 
Book  Store  or  Mail  Order 
Center  serving  you. 


Members  of  Congr 
honor  Brooks  Hays 


WASHINGTON  (BP)— When 

Brooks  Hays  died  in  October,  the  na¬ 
tion  lost  one  of  its  living  treasures. 

At  least  that’s  the  way  Rep.  Carl 
Perkins,  D-Ky.,  expressed  it  during  a 
special  order  on  the  House  floor  ar¬ 
ranged  by  Rep.  Ed  Bethune,  R-Ark. ,  to 
pay  tribute  to  the  former  Arkansas 
congressman  and  Baptist  statesman. 

More  than  25  House  members  joined 
in rec tilling  the  numerous  attributes  as 
weir  as  stories  told  by  and  about  Hays, 
who  died  Oct.  12. 

The  congressmen  praised  Hays  for 
his  wit  and  story-telling  reputation,  for 
his  moderating  influence  in  the  often- 
stormy  world  of  politics,  and  for  his 
refusal  to  compromise  his  faith  or  his 


principles  in  politics  or  life. 

Hays,  who  served  as  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  1958 
and  1959,  was  widely  acknowledged  for 
his  moderating  stance  during  the  1957 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  integration prisis— a 
stance  which  most  observers  say  cost 
him  a  ninth  term  in  the  House. 

“But  clinging  to  his  Christian  ideals 
of  peace  and  moderation  and  by  his 
refusal  to  play  the  demagogue,  Brooks 
Hays  quietly  assured  his  political  de¬ 
feat  in  those  poisonous  years  in  the 
later  1950s,  when  bigotry  and  intoler¬ 
ance  stalked  the  land,”  said  Perkins, 
one  of  only  20  current  members  of  the 
House  Who  served  with  Hays. 
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mailing  costs.  Last  June,  they  reached 
step  10  of  a  16-year  phasing  process 
started  by  Congress  in  1970. 

But  as  directed  by  the  stop-gap  fund¬ 
ing  bill,  the  postal  service  adjusted  all 
preferred-rate  categories,  except 
second-class-within-county  and 
fourth-class  library  rates,  to  step  16,  or 
full-phased  rates,  effective  Jan.  10. 
Second-class  in-county  and  fourth- 
class  library  will  be  adjusted  to  step 


Man  (convicted,  sentenced 

♦  '  * 

in  slaying  of  Jean  Buice 
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Newspapers  whose  primary  income 
is  from  subscriptions  can  more  easily 
rebound  from  such  a  blow.  Others, 
funded  completely  through  state 
Cooperative  Program  contributions, 
must  wait  a  year  before  they  can  make 
a  budget  adjustment  or  ask  for  an 
emergency  allocation  from  reserve 
funds. 

Particularly  galling  to  the  Baptist 
state  newspapers  is  the  fact  that  regu- 
4at  secpnd-class  mailers,  those  who 
deliver  a  product  for  prfitit  through  the 
mails,  will  pay  less  per^piece  than 
non-profit  mailers.  —  — 

Guy  Culver  dies 
of  brain  tumor 

Guy  Culver,  director  of  missions  for 
Alcorn  and  Tishomingo  County  Bap¬ 
tists,  died  Dec.  31  of  a  brain  tumor  at 
North  Mississippi  Medical  Center  in 
Tupelo. 

John  Causey,  pastor  of  Corinth  First 
Baptist  Church  and  Foy  Rogers,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Coopera¬ 
tive  Missions  department,  preached 
the  funeral.  Burial  was  at  Lee  Memo¬ 
rial  Park  in  Verona. 

After  the  Hennepin  County  tax  as-  Culver  served  as  director  of  mis- 
sessor  denied  the  application  for  the  sions  for  Union  County  Association 
exemption,  the  Pages  took  him  to  and  had  been  pastor  of  Northside  Bap- 
court.  But  after  a  trial,  the  Minnesota  fist  Church,  New  Albany;  Abbeville 
Tax  Court  upheld  the  ruling,  a  decision  Church,  LaFayette  Association;  and 
later  affirmed  by  the  state  supreme  Tishomingo ’Chapel,  Alcorn  Associa- 
court.  tion. 

The  Pages’  attorney  asked  the  na-  J^as  a  graduate  of  Blue  Mountain 
tion’s  high  court  to  review  the  case,  .  _ 

arguing  Lt  his  clients’  free  exercise  ^ 

.(  „i:ln  .  . .  „  .  .  .  Jean  Sheffield,  a  native. of  Marietta, 

of  religion  had  been  denied.  Miss.,  as  was  Culver.  I 

But  attorneys  for  Hennepin  County  Besides  Mrs.  Culver,  he  is  survived 


ATLANTA  (BP)— Anthony  Wiley, 
22,  has  been  convicted  of  the  Sept.  21 
beating  death  of  Jean  Buice,  but  was 
spared  the  death  sentence  when  a  De- 
Kalb  County  jury  deadlocked  Tl-i  in 
favor  of  imposing  the  maximum 
punishment. 

Wiley  was  sentenced  to  six  consecu¬ 
tive  life  terms  in  prison,  plus  45  years, 
by  Judge  Clarence  Peeler.  The  sen¬ 
tences  were  the  makimum  the  judge 
could  give.  In  Georgia,  only  a  jury  can 
impose  the  death  penalty. 

Wiley  was  the  first  of  three  men  to  be 
tried  in  connection  with  the  Decatur 
city  park  assault  on  Buice,  daughter- 
in-law  of  Atlanta  pastor  Lester  Buice, 
and  her  co-worker,  Betty  Ann  Miles. 

Wifey,  maintaining  his  innocence 


throughout  the  trial,  was  implicated  in 
the  i.ttack  by  testimony  from  his 
cousins,  Rodney  and  Lapas  Favors. 
The  Favors  brothers  also  were  ar¬ 
rested  and  charged  .with  the  slaying  of 
Buice  and  the  beatirtg-of  Miles.  Hie 
women,  both  employees  oTHecatur 
Federal  Savings  and  Loan,  were  a? 
saulted  while  eating  lunch  in  Glen 
Lake  Park. 

Wiley  claimed  he  had  been  job- 
hunting  with  two  friends  on  the  day  the 
two  women  were  attacked.  Both  men 
denied  being  with  Wiley  on  Sept.  21. 

Buice,  an  active  member  of  Re- 
hoboth  Baptist  Church,  where  her 
father-in-law  has  been  pastor  for  34 
years,  died  from  blows  to  the  chest 
sustained  in  the  noon-time  attack. 
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The  new  year  goal 
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ship  of  the  Lord  and  we  must  follow  the  will  of  the  Lord  and  follow 


A  Supreme  Court  error 


Court,  that  explanation  and  its  deci¬ 
sion  regarding  the  New  York  high 


denied.  They  took  the  matter  to  court  school  do  not  seem  to  hold  water.  The 
and  lost.  They  appealed  to  the  Sup-  establishment  of  a  religion  or  the  de- 
reme  Court  and  were  refused.  nial  of  the  free  exercise  of  religion 

So  the  nation’s  highest  court  has  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  age  of  those 
ruled  that  it  is  all  right  to  have  prayer  involved.  It  is  a  fact  or  it  is  not  a  fact 
meetings  during  free  periods  on  tax-  that  religion  was  being  denied  before 
supported  college  campuses  but  noton  the  decision  on  the  University  of  Mis- 
public  school  property.  The  Court  souri  case  and  that  it  has  been  denied 
seemed  to  part  with  reason  at  that  by  the  school  board  in  the  case  of  the 
point.  New  York  high  school. 

In  a  footnote  on  the  University  of  ~  .  . .,  „  ,  .  , 

Missouri  decision.  Justice  Lewis  F  This  publication  has  indicated  re- 


New  missionary  address 

Editor: 

Thank  you  for  sharing  with  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists  about  my  recent 
surgery.  The  prayer  support  received 
from  across  the  state  was  most  en- 
couragihg.  God  has  seen  fit  to  answer 
those  prayers  in  a  positive  way  since  I 
am  well  on  the  way  to  recovery. 

'My  wife  and  I  moved  from  Guadala¬ 
jara  to  Mexico  City  Dec.  11  where  I 
assumed  teaching  responsibilities  at 
the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  on 
Ian.  5. 

Our  new  address  is  Apartado  267, 
Cd.  Satelite,  Edo.  de  Mexico.  53100  - 
Mexico. 

Mack  P.  Jones 

.  Missionary  to  Mexico 


ices  and  those  of  many  colleagues,  ward.  If  a  committee  tells  a  minister 
ianjr  committees  appear  to  be  un-  they  are  going  to  consider  only  one 
hical  and  inconsiderate.  I  do  not  be-  person  at  the  time,  then  do  $o.  If  you 
eve  that  this  is  intentional,  but  is  due  want  to  consider  more  than  one,  tell 
i  lack  of  understanding  of  what  needs  him.  There  is  nothing  spiritual  about 
•  be  done.  Here  are  some  things  being  secretive  in  such  an  important 
immittees  need  to  consider.  matter  as  calling  a  pastor  or  other 

It  is  unethical  to  contact  and/or  in-  staff  member.  The  New  Testament 
rview  a  prospective  pastor  and  then'  calls  us  all  to  be  persons  of  highest  in- 
»  never  hears  from  the  committee  tegrity;  surely  this  Applies  to  dealings 
Sain.  If  a  professional  person  applies  between  pulpit  committees  and  pros- 
>r  a  position  with  a  secular  firm,  he  pective  pastors.  This  word  also  applies 
ill  at  least  receive  a  letter  telling  him  to  ministers  dealing  unfairly  with 
hether  or  not  he  is  being  considered  committees. 

If  lack  rf  informa  tionis  the  problem. 
!  U»  Church  Minister  Relations  Dept. 

sate  invention  is  highly  L 
™h  rino  E  commended.  Dr.  Perkins  has  outlined 

■ntegrify  should  he  cemeiderml.  A 


do  to  others  what  you  would  have  them 
do  to  you.  .  . .”  (Mt.7: 12). 

Name  withheld 
by  editor 


Appreciation  for  |eries 

Editor: 

I  congratulate  you  for  running  the 
excellent  series  entitled  “Was  Christ 
Born  In  12  B.C4?”  by  Dr.  Jerry  Var- 
damah.  I  have  enjoyed  the  first  two 
articles  and  anxiously  await  the  rest. 
Whether  or  notDr.  Vardaman's  theory 
is  correct,  it  is  refreshing  to  see  a  scho¬ 
lar  approach  this  question  from  a  pre¬ 
supposition  that  the  biblical  account  is 
the  correct  one.  We  can  all  be  proud  of 

tbe.fiobb  Institute  of  Archeology  at 
Mississippi  State  University.  As  an  Ole 
Miss  man,  I  can  assure  you  that  my 
compliments  of  State  are  sparing. 

Please,  let’s  have  more  articles  by 
Dr.  Vardaman  in  the  future.  How 
about  reviewing  his  books  in  print? 
Carl  D.  Ford 
Laurel 


the  flat  rooftops  with  guns  and  tele-  i  deserves  the  separate  story  I  plan  to 
scopes.  I  was  glad  they  were  intent  on  tell  later.  There  we  sang  carols  and 
protecting  tourists,  but  sad  that  such  drank  strawberry  punch.  In  the 
must  be  the  case  in  the  birthplace  of  church  the  night  before  we  had  heard 
the  Prince  of  Peace.  1  1  black-eyed  Arab  children  sing  “Silent 

Al-Andaius  Restaurant  on  the  Night,  Holy  Night."  Until  last  year 
square  served  lentil  soup,  peas  and  most  of  them  had  never  heard  the 
carrots,  potatoes,  roast  beef,  fresh  story  of  Jesus.  - . 


CbftrtftTTOe^SJRJOiirBe  gownnrrneir- 


which  formed  a  pdtich  for  the  green  looked  up  at  the  stars.  Myma  Loy  and 
salad.  Kim  and  Becky. were  singing  “0  Holy 

When  we  gathered  in  an  upstairs  as-  i  Night”  and  out  there  in'tbe  hills 
sembly  room,  Bethlehem’s  Mayor  shepherds  still  were  watching  their 
Elias  Freij  welcomed  us.  Standing  by  sheep.  > 

a  tall  Christmas  tree,  Tom  presented  Hie  words  of  A.  Pitcher,  the  retired 
to  him  a  letter  from  Jackson’s  mayor.  Salvation  Army  commissioner  travel- 
Dale  Danks,  and  the  book,  Jackson  A  1  ing  with  us,  come  back  to  me  now: 
Special  Kind  of  Place  by  Carol  Brin-  “God’s  plan  for  Bethlehem  was  writ- 
son.  Then  we  struggled,  single  file,  ten  long  before  the  angels  sang  to  the 
back  across;  the  jam-packed  square,  shepherds.  Rachel  died  here  after  the 
squinting  under  the  blinding  flood-  birth  of  Benjamin.  She  had  called  the 
lights,  each  of  us  clinging  to  the  elbow  baby  ‘son  of  my  sorrow.  ’  Jacob  called 
or  coattail  just  ahead.  Bright  stream-  him  ‘son  of  my  right  hand.’  ”  Just  so, 
era  reached  up  high  to  a  neon  star.  Jesus  claimed  those  two  titles. 

Bells  were  silhouetted  in  tall  church  '“Think  of  all  the  sorrow  of  the 
towers.  •  world,”  he  continued.  “Does  anybody 

Cameras  and  purses  and  extra  coats  care?  Jesus  is  ‘the  son  of  our  sorrow.’ 
we  stacked  on  a  restaurant  table  for  He  is  the  answer  to  the  sins  of  the 
George  (the  guide)  to  watch.  As  we  world.  He  sits  forever  on  the  right  hand 
stood  in  line  outside  for  an  hour  wait-  of  the  Father.  He  picks  up  our  stumbl-/ 
ing  our  turn  to  sing,  the  frigid  wind  ing  language  and  imports  to  the 
sent  Ruth  Richardson  and  me  scurry-  Father  the  agonies  of  our  souls.  He  is 
ing  back  for  our  topcoats.  Never  had  I  my  intercessor  to  the  Father,  and  the 
realized  that  Bethlehem  is  perched  sd  interpreter  of  tfie  Fathef’s  love  to 
high  on  a  bleak  mountain.  Yet  there  it  me.’V 

was,  its  donkey  paths  leading  down  the  In  the  cold  nights  on  these  hills,  he 
stony  sheer  slopes  to  fields  where  Ruth  reminded  us,  many  a  shepherd  has 
once  gleaned  and  David  played.  searched  for  lost  sheep.  “I  will  never 
I  guess  you’d  say  a  miracle  took  wake  up  in  a  vacuum  alone,  for  Hb  has 
place  that  night  in  Bethlehem,  for  I  promised,  ‘Go  . .  .  and  lo,  I  am  with  • 
sang  with  a  choir!  I  who  cannot  carry  a  you.’  Every  time  you  seek  one  of  His 
tune.  But  when  I  stood  at  the  top  of  that  lambs  that  is  lost,  the  Spirit  of  God 
platform,  looking  at  faces  from  many  seeks  with  you." 
lands  down  there  in  the  square  and  as  i 


TTiis  letter  is  not  motivated  by  “sour 
grapes”  but  by  concern  for  the  kind  of 
Christianity  we  practice  in  all  the  do¬ 
ings  of  God’s  church.  Pulpit  commit¬ 
tees  and  ministers  alike  would  do  well 
to  take  counsel  from  Jesus  in  how  they 
relate  to  one  another,  “In  everything, 


word.  If  you  say,  “We  will  call,”  then 
do  so.  Many  committees  do  not  do  this, 
and  it  has  been  disappointing  to  see 
Christian  people  give  their  word 
lightly  and  not  try  to  keep  it.  All  deal¬ 
ings  Detween  Christians  should  be 
transparently  open  and  straightfor- 


Pulpit  committee  ethics 

Editor: 

A  few  words  need  to  be  said  about  the 
common  practices  of  many  pulpit 
committees.  From  personal  experi- 


Foreign  Board  reappoints 
‘old’  couple  to  Kenya 

By  Erich  Bridges  standpoint,  I  honestly  feel  that  we 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  When  could  happily  and  very  comfortably 
Jharles  and  LaVeme  Tope  resigned  as  spend  the  rest  of  our  ministry  at 
Southern  Baptist  foreign  missionaries  Northwest.  ” 
in  1974  after  14  hectic  years  in  Eastern 

Africa,  they  looked  forward  to  a  long.  The  Topes  enjoy  close  personal 
luiet  pastoral  ministry  in  the  United  bonds  with  many  at  Northwest  church 
states  before  retirement.  <  where  membership  nears  3,000) ,  and 

But  the  Lord,  Tope  says,  had  other  they’ve  led  the  congregation  to  play  a 
plans.  “So  wA  ‘old  folks’  are  going  leading  i  role  among  Oklahoma 
Pack,”  he  saW.  In  December  the  churches  in  supporting  home  and  i 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  foreigri  missions.  They  also  treasure 
Board  reappointed  the  Topes  for  mis-  time  spent  with  their  three  children 
sion  service  in  Kenya.  and  two  grandchildren.  .  '  > 

Tope .  now  55,  became  pastor  of  ^  why  are  they  returning  to  Africa? 
Northwest  Baptist  Church  in  Ok-  ^  ^  ken  to  m  lainly; 

lahoma  City,  Okla. ,  shortly  after  the  ^roufr  his  word  Ms  spirit  »  Tope 
coup  e  returned  from  Kenya  in  1971  e  la^  »ms  *  what  wants  us  to 
F or  the  previous  decade  and  a  half  doKwith>the  last  years  of  ^  ministry. 

'  ?*cep“or  ?  y^Twhin£e,  WaspaStor  And  I  think  we  have  another  lOyears  in 

U  irof  Uonlipt  PhiifWh  Di  Avi  Mieo  \ 


Charles  and  LaVerne  Tope 


Palestine  in  the  Time  of 


MASTER  STUDY  BIBLE,  New  Jesus.  Scripture  references  accom- 
American  Standard  Bible;  Holman  pany  each  one. 

Bible  Publishers,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Section  V,  titled  “Reading  and 
2,384  pages  plus  eight  maps.  Studying  the  Bible,”  has  55  pages.  Tlie 

Holman  Bible  Publishers,  the  Bible  subjects  are  The  Land  and  the  People 

publishing  arm  of  the  Sunday  School  of  the  Bible,  The  Languages  of  the  Bi-  _  _  _ r„_  _ 

Boafd ,  has  released  its  Master  Study  ble,  Tbe  Early  Manuscripts  of  the  Bi-  Surely  this  is  a  Bible  library  in  one  easy  to  pick  up  and  read  a  few  pages  at 
Bible,  a  2,384-page  volume  of  scrip-  ble,  The  Archaeology  of  the  Bible,  A  volume.  The  text  has  center  column  the  time,  or  perhaps  a  chapter  a  day. 

ture,  study  helps,  concordance,  and  Thematic  Approach  to  Bible  Study,  references  and  the  words  of  Jesus  in  Every  chapter,  thoueh.  is  delightful 

commentary.  The  first  1,309  pages  are  How  to  Study  the  Biblet  and  How  to 

the  scriptures.  Before  each  book  is  to  Read  the  Bible  Through, 
be  found,  a  brief  explanation  contain-  The  “Encyclopedia  to  the  Master 
ing  an  outline,  a  survey  of  the  book,  Study  Bible”  is  Part  VI  and  tpkes  in  661  t  •••  '.  i  NEVER  QUIT  by  Glenn  Cun- 

and  a  statement  about  the  authorship,  pages.  CELEBRATE  JOY !  by  Velma  Sea-  ningham  with  George  X.  Sand  (Chosen 

The  biblical  text  constitutes  Part  I  of  The  “Concordance  to  the  New  well  Daniels  (Doubleday,  155  pp.,  Books,  17.85, 143  pp.  >  In  January,  1979 

the  volume.  American  Standard  Bible”  is  Section  $10.95).  Velma  Daniels  wrote  Patches  Madison  Square  Garden  in  New  York 

Part  II  is  a  section  titled  “Tbe  Life  VII,  and  itcovers  95  pages.  The  section  of  Joy  and  now  she  has  written  Cole-  City  gave  Glenn  Cunningham  a  special 

and  Teachings  of  Jesus.”  This  section'  has  a  listing  of  the  most  important  brate  Joy!  Evidently  the  theme  of  her  award  as  its  outstanding  track  per- 

has  203  pages;  and  its  five  subsections  words  of  the  text.  Earlier  this  .year  life  is  joy,  for  she  radiates  it  in  her  ,  former  of  the  20th  century.  Yet  at  age 

are  The  Gospels  Paralleled,  Teach-  Holman  released  the  “New  American  speaking  and  in  her  writing.  Mrs.-r  seven  Glenn  had  been  told  he  would 
ings  of  Jesus  Arranged  by  Subjects,  Standard  Exhaustive  Concordance  of  Daniels,  called  “The  Book  Lady,”  is  never  walk  again.  The  boy  was  burned 

Discourses  of  our  Lord,  Parables  of  the  Bible,”  which  has  400,000  words  hostess  of  a  weekly  bpok-review  show  in  a  schoolhouse  fire  on  the  Kansas 

our  Lord,  and  Miracles  of  our  Lord.  from  the  New  American  Standard  on  WFLA-TV,  Tampa,  Fla.  and  writes  prairie.  With  a  courageous  inner  spirit 

Section  III  is  the  “Chronology  of  the  text.  This  exhaustive  concordance  was  a  weekly  book-review  column,  “The  and  following  his  father's 


permanent  leave 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska  (BP)— Allen 
H.  Meeks,  executive  director  of  the 
Alaska  Baptist  Convention,  has  re¬ 
quested  a  permanent  medical  leave  of 
absence  “upon  strong  advice”  of  his 
cardiologist. 

In  making  his  request,  Meeks  asked 
that  he  be  relieved  of  all  duties  as 
executive  of  the  convention  until  med¬ 
ical  retirement  becomes  effective. 

Meeks.  63,  was  hospitalized  in  Port¬ 
land,  Ore.,  during  a  recent  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  meeting,  after 
he  suffered  chest  pains.  His  condition 
was  diagnosed  as  “reoccurring  an¬ 
gina,"  and  his  physician  recom¬ 
mended  immediate  retirement. 

Meeks,  who  came  to  Alaska  in  1960  to 
help  establish  Sunset  Hills  Baptist 
Church,  was  unanimously  elected 
executive  director  in  the  1980  annual 
meeting  of  the  ABC. 

He  and  his  wife,  Ruth,  will  continue 
to  live  in  Anchorage. 


the  New  American  Standard  Bible. 
DTM 
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BWA  president 
n^mes  program 
chairman,  ’85 

WASHINGTON-Duke  K.  Mc¬ 
Call,  president  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance,  appointed  Porter  Routh,  past 
executive  secretary  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  to  serve' as  the 
program  chairman  of  the  BWA  World 
Congress  to  be  held  in  Los  Angeles, 
CA,  USA,  July  1-7,  1985.  The  appoint¬ 
ment  was  made  during  the  meetings  of 
the  BWA  Executive  Committee  held  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  November  23-24. 

The  Executive  Committee  and  the 
entire  BWA  staff  heard  an  evaluation 
report  of  the  1980  World  Congress, 
given  by  David  S.  Simmonds,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Local  Ar¬ 
rangements  of  that  Congress  in  To¬ 
ronto. 

A  local  arrangements  committee  for 
the  upcoming  congress  in  Los  Angeles 
is  already  at  work  to  guarantee  suc¬ 
cessful  meetings  for  the  expected 
20,000  delegates  and  visitors. 

Trustees  elect 
Executive  Committee 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Seminary  recently  met  at 
the  Seminary ,  located  in  J  ackson .  Carl 
Savelf,  new  board  chairman,  intro¬ 
duced  five  of  the  six  new  board  mem¬ 
bers:  H.  L.  Buckley,  Wayne  Burkes, 
James  Byrd,  L.  C.  Cook,  and  Jerry 
Young.  (Jesse  Jackson,  also  a  new 
board  member ,  was  unable  to  attend . ) 

Included  in  the  business  meeting 
was  the  election  of  a  seven-person 
Executive  Committee.  Elected  to 
i serve  as  officers  were:  Carl  Saveli, 
i  chairman;  Robert  Jones,  vice- 
chairman;  H.  L.  Buckley,  treasurer; 
and  William  Smith,  III,  secretary. 
Also  elected  to  serve  were:  Mrs. 
Harold  (Jo)  Hollman,  W.  T.  Guice,  and 
William  P.  Davis,  ex  officio. 

Board  members  heard  reports  on 
plans  for  the  40th  year  anniversary 
celebration  for  the  Seminary, 
academic  program  changes,  exten¬ 
sion  centers  and  administration  Also 
discussed  were  the  new  accounting 
system  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Seminary  and  adoption  of  the  1982 
Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  budget. 


Mike  Davis,  has  been  named  direc¬ 
tor  of  marketing  and  J.  Michael  Hatley 
has  been  named  editor  of  Brotherhood 
materials  in  two  staff  changes  an¬ 
nounced  recently  by  the  Brotherhood 
Commission. 

Davis,  an  11-year  Commission 
employee,  replaces  Jack  Childs  in  the 
marketing  position.  Childs  became  di- 
'  rector  of  support  services,  filling  a  va¬ 
cancy  left  when  Roy  Jennings 
resigned  to  become  director  erf  com¬ 
munications  at  Baptist  Memorial 
'  Hospital  in  Memphis. 


Hillcrest  Baptist  Church.  New  Albany,  ^rdained  Don  Hulsey  to  the  gospel  ministry 
on  Oct.  11.  Hulsey  and  his  wife  Valery  live  in  Bradford,  Penn.,  where  he  is  pastor  of 
Bolivar  Drive  Baptist  Church.  Those  who  took  part  in  the  service  included;  I  to  r: 
James  l  Travis,  prof  essor  of  Bible  at  Blue  Mountain  and  interim  pastor  at  Hillcrest;  C. 
Wayne  Neal,  pastor  of  Camp  Creek,  Guntown;  Hulsey;  Michael  J.  Burcynzski,  pastor 
ot  Tate  Avenue  Church.  Corinth;  and  Frank  Madden,  chairman  of  deacons  at  Hill- 
crest.  Hulsey.  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Glen  Hulsey.  Sr.  of  New  Albany,  is  a  graduate  of 
Southeastern  Bible  College.  Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort 


New  Orleans  doctorates 

Landrum  P.  Leavell,  president  of  l|ew  Orleans  Seminary  (Idft)  meets  Mississippi 
doctoral  graduates  (left  to  right)  TerryjL.  Crimm,  Dennis  Lee  Johnsey,  and  John  Ervin 
Thames  prior  to  the  December  19,  graduation  exercises  at  the  seminary.  This  group 
joined  over  110  other  persons  in  receiving  diplomas  at  the  mid-year  exerclsfi  at  the 
seminary.  ,  ; 


Missionary  child 
dies  in  Singapore 

SINGAPORE  (BP)— Marilyn  Mor¬ 
ris,  13-year-old  daughter  of  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  Buddy  and  May 
Morris,  died  Dec.  15  in  Singapore  of 
accidental  asphyxiation. 

The  Morrises,  Oklahoma  natives, 
said  they  went  to  check  on  Marilyn 
when  they  realized  she  was  taking  too 
long  for  her  evening  bath.  They  found 
her  sitting  in  the  bathroom,  not  brea¬ 
thing.  Sbe  had  turned  on  the  wall- 
mounted  gas  water  heater  and  appa¬ 
rently  busied  herself  with  other  things 
white  waiting  for  the  water  to  get  hot. 
Apparently,  inadequate  ventilation 
caused  her  to  become  sleepy  and  to  be 
asphyxiated.  ,  i 

Appointed  in  1965,  the  Morrises 
worked  in  Taiwan  until  1968  when  they 
transferred  to  Singapore.  He  is  a  gen¬ 
eral  evangelist  and  she  is  involved  in 
home  and  church  work. 

Marilyn  is  survived  by  her  parents 
and  two  older  brothers,  Bruce  and 
Gerry,  both  in  the  United  States. 

Burial  will  be  in  Singapore. 


Worthi  Tex 


Grace  Memorial  Church,  Tupelo, 
has  elected  four  new  deacons:  Tal- 
madge  Smith,  Gene  Hughes,  Euel 
Bryant,  and  James  Smith.  Eleven 
have  been  baptized  into  the  church  fel¬ 
lowship  since  the  ne'w  church  year  be¬ 
gan,  and  two  more  are  awaiting  bap¬ 
tism.  Joe  Holcomb  is  pastor. 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)-Herbert 
C.  Gabhart,  68,  is  resigning  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  Belmont  College,  effective 
June  1, 1982,  and  will  accept  a  newly 
created  post  of  chancellor. 


Pontotoc  County  Baptist  “M-’'  Night 
was  hold  Nov.  16,  at  West  Heights 
Churoh.  with  a  record  attendance  of  692. 
The  churches  were  divided  into  two 
groups  based  on  the  Church  Training 
enrolment,  and  queens  were  selected 
from  the  two  churches  with  the  highest 
percentage  of  enrolment  present  A.  B. 
Godfrey  is  the  associations!  Church 
T raining  director.  - 

M”  Night  Queen  for  Group  I  (enrol¬ 
ment  under  75  in  Church  Training)  is 
MRS.  BIRDIE  BOATNER,  Immanuel 
Baptist  Church,  with  Church  Training 
Director  Roger  Gentry  (left)  and  pastor, 
Tony  Norris. 


officers 


New  officers  in  the  Mississippi  ConUfence  of  Directors  of  Missions  are  from  left:  J 
W.  Brister,  Hinds-Madison,  pianist;  r^il  Moore,  Prentiss,  yice  president;  Holmes 
Carlisle,  Scott,  secretary-treasurer;  Allln  Webb,  Jackson  County,  president;  and  J.  C 
Renfroe,  Rankin,  songleader.  J  . 


MRS.  KATE  STEWART,  a  member  of 
the  East  McComb  Baptist  Church  for  51 
years,  demonstrated  her  love  and  con¬ 
cern  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Of¬ 
fering  into  a  personal  way.  She  spent  a 
large  part  of  this  year  piecing  a  quilt 
which  she  recently  sold  to  a  family  in 
Mobile,  Ala.  for  $275.00  She  gave  the 
check  to  the  church  for  missions. 


First  Baffust  Church,  Shannon,  has 
called  Robert  Armstrong,  a  native  of 
Ha?lehurst,  as  pastor.  He  is  married  to 
the  former  Violet 
Harris  Haz- 
lehurst.  They  have 
'  |fg®  two  children, 

lfri'  James  (Jim),  16, 

and  Tammy,  11. 

.Mm  Armstrong  moved 

f  from  Macedonia 

\  M  Church,  Lee  Coun- 

ty.  The  Shannon, 
Armstrong  church  surprised 

the  Armstrongs  with  an  old-fashioned 
pounding  Nov.  29.  All  the  members 
were  invited  to  open  house  at  the  pas- 
torium  Dec.  12. 


JH  ft  a  John  O.  McMullen,  a  former  Missis- 

~  VUft  sippi  pastor,  recently  celebrated  his 

VB  fifth  anniversary  as  pastor  of  First 

Southern  Baptist  Church.  Black 

Ark  The  church  at  Black  Rock  gave 
C|8|jB  h,m  a  cake,  plus  money  to  buy  new 
carpet  for  the  pastorium 

"M”  Night  Queen  for  Group  II  (enrol-  - - 

ment  over  75  in  Church  Training)  is  He  who  seeks  to.get  without  giving  is 

SUSAN  FOSTER,  Algoma  Baptist  a  gambler  no  matter  what  his  business 
Church,  with  the  pastor.  Kenny  Adair., isr- —  *  'vx  •,  .< 


Mill  Valley,  Calif  — Forty  nine  stu¬ 
dents  from  17  states  and  six  foreign 
countries  were  graduated  from  Gol- 


Singing  Chufchmen  officers 


Christmas 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

6H  FROM 

Q apt i it  Childrens  ‘Village  i 


Christinas  smiles  tell  it  all 


Thanks  to  the  loyal  interest,  com¬ 
passion  and  generosity  of  Mississippi 
Baptists  and  individual  friends  of  chil¬ 
dren,  the  Christmas  season  of  1981 
again  constituted  a  happy  and  reward¬ 
ing  experience  for  the  boys  and  girls 
Rev.  James  L.  Spencer,  Pastor,  wh0  must  make  their  homes  with  us. 

Every  Village  young  person  re¬ 
ceived  a  number  of  useful  and  valu¬ 
able  gifts  through  the  thoughtfulness 
‘of  our  friends,  and  although  returns  to 


Jackson,  MS  39213 


convene 


On  December  1,  The  Village’s  Board 

of  Trustees  convened  in  its  final  regu-  First  Baptist  Church,  Morton;  Rev. 
lar,  quarterly  session  of  1981  in  the  Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Pastor,  Mt. 
board  room  on  The  India  Nunnery  Moriah  Baptist  Church,  BogueChitto; 

Campus  near  Jackson.  In  addition  to  Rev.  John  Wayne  Edwards,  Pastor, 
receiving  and  considering  quarterly  Eudora  Baptist  Church,  Hernando;  the  Village’s  annual  HOLIDAY  FUND 
reports  from  the  administration  and  Rev.  Doyle  Cummings,  Pastor,  First  appeal  are  not  complete,  receipts  to 
transacting  a  number  of  items  of  Vil-  Baptist  Church,  IttaBena;  Dr.  Kermit  that  Fund  at  the  close  of  December 
lage  business,  the  Board  reorganized  D 
itself  through  the  election  of  officers  Hi 
for  1982  and  through  committee  ap-  M 
pointments.  t  O: 

In  accord  with  custom,  and  in  the  nt 
interest  of  an  orderly  transfer  of  re-  B< 
sponsibility,  the  meeting  was  i 


business  were  gratifying  and  en¬ 
couraging.  -  j 
Individuals  who  intended  to  post  a 
seasonal  gift  to  our  HOLIDAY  FUND, 
and  neglected  so  to  do,  are  urged  to 

_  _  dispatch  thegifttousin  January,  since 

_ _ _  attended  mings  have  previously  actively  served  the  proceeds  of  that  Fund  are  heavily' 

by" trustees  temporarily  retiring  from  as  Trustees  <rf  The  Village .  Rev  Reedy  relied  upon  in  underwriting  our  food 
active  Board  service  under  convention  and  Messrs.  Hollingsworth,  King,  and  milk  needs  throughout  the  year 
policy,  as  well  as  by  trustees  newly-  Walton,  Rainey  and  Cathey  assumed,  ahead. 

elected  at  the  1981  session  of  Missis-  temporarily,  inactive  states  under  the  jn  accord  with  tradition,  Village 
sippi  Baptist  Convention.  Convention’s  rotating  policy.  boys  and  girls  at  every  location  en- 

nie  meeting  adjourned  with  a  tradi-  At  the  close  of  the  business  meeting,  joyed  a  brief  holiday  visit  during  the 
tional  Christmas  luncheon,  hosted  by  over  which  retiring  President  Robert  Christmas  season  into  private  homes 
Executive  Director  Nunnery  and  Mrs.  W.  King  of  Jackson  presided,  the  of  approved  relatives  and  friends. 
Nunnery  which  was  attended  both  by  Board  of  Trustees  elected  Mr.  Lyle  V.  Thank  you  Mississippi  Baptists  for 
the  trustees  present  and  their  wives,  Corey,  a  Meridian  Attorney  as  its  again  helping  us  interpret  the  love  of 
as  guests  of  the  administration.  President,  Mr.  Charles  T.  Hull,  a  God  to  neglected  boys  and  girls  at 

During  the  business  meeting,  Winona  business  man  as  its  Vice  Pres-  Christmas  in  a  context  which  all  of 
Executive  Director  Nunnery  pre-  ident  and  Chairman  of  its  Executive  them  can  ancTdo  understand! 
sented  attractive  lapd  pins,  com-  Committee)  and  Dr.  Dwight  L.  Hast- 
memorating  years  of  Village  service,  ings,  a  Laurel  dentist,  as  its  Secret- 
ton  different  Trustees,  including:  for 

34  years— Lyle  V  Corey  of  Meridian;  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village,  as  an 
for' 33  years-Ralph  H.  Hester,  Sr.  of  official  agency  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
Jackson  for  32  years-Rev  M.  G.  Convention  is  served  by  a  15-member 

Reedy  of  Water  Valley;  for  22  Board  of  Trustees,  each  elected  to  a  A- 

vears— W  C  Cathay  of  Jackson;  for  22  3-year  term  by  annual  sessions  of  Mis- 

years-A  L  Rainey.  Jr.  of  Gulfport;  sissippi  Baptist  Convention.  Each  „  • 

for  21  years— Charles  L.  Miller  of  Trustee  may  serve  two  consecutive  -VhMgMft 

Jackson  for  21  years-T  Cooper  Wal-  terms  before  commencing  a  mandat-  tfpe  * 
ton  of  Jackson,  for  19  years-W  F.  ory  period  of  retirement  which  must 
Evans  of  Meridian;  for  15  years-W.  extend  for  at  least  one  year 
Kelly  Pyron  of  Natchez;  for  14  Trustees  of  The  Children  s  Village 

years-  Fred  L  Gaddis  of  Forest,  for  serve  without  compensation,  attend-  '■> 

13  years-Robert  W.  King  of  Jackson ;  ing  regular  meetings  of  the  full  mem- 

for  7  years _ Dr.  Kermit  D.  McGregor  bership  of  the  Board  on  a  quarterly  jn-coming  President  Lyle  Corey,  Meridia 

of  Clinton;  for  6  years— Rev.  Doyle  basis.  mmm 

Cummings  of  Itta  Bena ;  for  5  years-  Presenting  C*  U  \  T 

James  T.  Hollingsworth  of  Hollan-  °  {BMp,  :  " 

dale;  for  4  years-Dr.  Dwight  L.  Hast-  Olir  trustees  ..  T.  ’  ^ 


Serving  as  the  childcare  agency  of  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
we  seek  to  be  a  ministry  of  the  local  Baptist  churches  and-its  member^.  In 
order  to  better  serve  you ,  it  would  be  of  great  help  if  you  would  advise  us  of 
any  questions  or  requests  that  you  have  by  completing  the  accompanying 
form  and  returning  same  to  the  address  as  indicated. 


NAME 


ADDRESS  _ j — ( - - - - 

PLEASE  SEND  ME  INFORMATION  REGARDING  THE  FOLLOWING 
□  THE  VILLAGE 


_  _  ITS  MISSION  AND  MEANS 

□  FAMILY  SERVICES/MINISTRIES  AVAILABLE 

□  SERVICE  OPPORTUNITIES  1  ,  1 

□  ALTERNATIVE  GIVING  (MEMORIALS,  GIFTS  OF  HONOR,  BE 

QUESTS)  V  ' i ;  : 

□  VILLAGE  NEEDS  1 

□  CURRENT  ANNUAL  REPORT  ’ 

□  OTHER  — - - - - 


Hull  of  Winona  and  for  1  year— E.  R. 
“Jake”  Bond  of  Long  Beach.  The  gold 


pins  are  embossed  with  the  Village 
logo,  encircled  by  the  name  of  the 
agency  and  the  appropriate  number  of 
years  of  service.  ‘ 

One  of  the  more  interesting  facets  of 
the  presentation  noted  was  the  service 
of  Messrs.  Corey  and  Hester  and  Rev. 
Reedy,  whose  combined  years  of  affil¬ 
iation  with  and  service  to  The  Baptist 
Children’s  Village  aggregated  99 


MAIL  TO:  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
Box  11306 

Jackson,  Mississippi  39213 


President  Lyle 
V.  Corey, 
Meridian 


M.G.  Reedy 
Water  Valley 


Executive  Director  Paul  Nunnery  presents  13-year  service  pin  to  retiring  Trustee 
President  Robert  W.  King  of  Jackson. 
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In  Korea 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Ufing  a  tists  sponsored  teams  in  1960.  church  for  a  week  qnd  a  second  church 

pattern  well  tested,  the  Nasifrille  ,  Early  in  1981,  the  work  of  WEF  during  the  second  week.  During  the 
(Tenn.)  Baptist  Association  se.it  76  was  assimilated  Into  the  work  of  the  first  week  they  worked  with  churches 
Baptist  volunteers  to  South  Mrea,  board  by  mutual  agreement' of  both  in  Pusan,  Taejon  and  Jkiwon.  The  sec- 
Oct.  1-15,  to  preach,  teach,  testify  and  organizations.  The  resulting  FMB-  ond  week  they  worked  with  27 
share  the  gospel.  j  sponsored  partnership  evangelism  churches  in  Seoul. 

When  statistics  were  tallied  rt  the  Pr88ram  will  plan  similar  efforts  in  The  stories  of  spiritual  decisions  are 
end  of  the  effort,  2,962  professions  of  numerous  other  nations.  numerous.  A  follower  of  Sun  Myung 

faith  in  Jesus  Christ  had  beyi  re-  Atl  but  14  of  the  recent  group  of  vol-  Moon  was  converted.  An  84-year-old 
corded.  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  unteers  were  Tennesseans  and  most  man  received  Christ  and  told  lus  new 
and  Korean  Baptist  leaders  acinow-  were  members  of  churches  within  the  friends  they  almost  waited  too  long  to 
ledged  the  figures  probably  include  Nashv‘He  Baptist  Association.  There  come. 

soine  duplication.  Some  decisions  *er®  ^ree  from  Louisiana,  two  from  ^  young  man,  angry  and  frustrated 
made  during  personal  evangelism  ef-  Alabama,  and  one  each  from  Florida,  family,  was' plotting  ways  to 

forts  during  the  day  may  have' been  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Missouri  and  vent  his  hostility  through  some  act  of 
counted  again  during  an  evening  wor-  °™P  .  ,  violence  when  he  passed  a  Baptist 

ship  service,  they  explained.  V  .  They  shared  the  gospel  on  airplanes,  church  building.  Hearing  the  singing, 

In  1973  World  Evangelism  Fciinda  ♦  *’  in  ^“P3,  onthe  streets,  in  he  wandered  in  and  found  a  seat  at  the 

..  i  w  “  t'v®ngellsn?  h^nda;  cemeteries,  and  even  m  billiard  par-  bapk  of  the  sanctuarv  He  listened  to 
tion;  a  Texas-based  organization  of  lors  Two  Koreans  Draved  tn  received  ;La  .  01  . e  sancnia‘7  "e  lls‘enea  10 
Southern  BaDtists  who  at  thettime  •  1  ^oreans  Pray®u  receivga  the  American  preacher  preach  a  mes- 

were  unrelated  to  the  Southern  B&tist  Se  Wash  Sag!j!Ii  ‘?Ve  fo"g!venfs  and  re- 

Forejgn  Mission  Board  spoilt  a  Korean  Set^mS^  ^2**  °  “  ‘nV,tat,°n  10 
partnership  crusade  in  Korea,  f  sing  gospel  with  an  American  woman  and  a 

Southern  Baptist  pastors  and  lawmen  Korean  man  at  the  same  time.  Both  One  team  member  went  with  a  Ko¬ 
to  work  with  Korean  Baptist  chuaphes,  responded  and  invited  Christ  into  their  rean  pastor  into  a  nursing  home  in 
WEF  held  such  crusades  each  yehr  for  lives.  Pusan  where  13  Korean  “grand- 

several  years  until  Florida  Baptists,  The  volunteers,  who  went  at  their  mothers”  lived.  All  13  were  Buddhists, 
working  through  the  Foreign  Mjpsion  own  expense  or  with  suppbrt  from  All  13  listened  as  the  Korean  pastor 
Board,  agreed  to  provide  such  fyams  their  churches,  worked  in  27  teams  of  shared  the  gospel.  All  13  prayed  to  re- 
during  1978  and  1979.  LouisianajBap-  two  to  four  people.  Each  team,  includ-  1  ceive  Christ. 

ing  a  pastor  and  one  to  three  layper-  Korean  pastors  and  church  leaders 
sons,  was  paired  with  one  Korean  will  follow  up  the  decisions. 


es’  crisis  of  awareness 


By  Howard  E.  Spell  We  should  also  remember  that  the 

Dean  Emeritus  administration  of  this  body,  the 

Mississippi  College  church,  is  to  be  entrusted  to  the 

Matthew  II :  13-17 :27  believers— not  just  to  Simon  Peter.  He 

I.  Simon  Peter's  Confession,  16:13-20  was  only  one  of  the  believers.  But  this 
It  was  near  the  end  of  that  period  of  administration  is  to  be  carried  out  in 
special  training  of  the  twelve  that  keeping  with  the  principles  which  have 
Jesus  asked  them  about  public  opinion  already  been  established  in  heaven.  A 
concerning  him.  jrheir  answers  are  more  literal  translation  of  what  Jesus 
well  known  to  those  familiar  with  the  said  would  be,  “Whatsoever  you  shall 
gospel  record .  Then  Jesus  asked  them  bind  on  earth  shall  have  been  bound  in 
about  their  own  opinion.  Did  they  think  heaven.”  So  also  with  the  “loosing.” 


about  their  own  opinion.  Did  they  think  heaven.”  So  also  with  the  “loosing.” 
of  him  as  one  who  would^set  up  an  This  is  said  because  the  tense  Jesus 
earthly  kingdom  and  rule  as  a  king  used  is  the  periphrastic  future  perfect, 
over  the  Jewish  nation?  Simon  Peter  passive  voice  and  not  the  simple  fu- 
seemingly  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  tore,  active  voice  as  an  examination  of 
his  conviction  in  saying :  "Thou  art  the  the  Greek  New  Testament  will  show. 
Christ,' the  Son  of  the  living  God” 

(16:16  NASV).  This  recognition  and 
confession  had  not  come  to  Simon 
Peter  by  yay  of  logic  or  the  opinion  of 
others  but  by  revelation  from  God 
himself.  t 

Many  interpretations  have  been 
suggested  concerning  what  Jesus 
meant  when  he  said.  “And  I  also  say 
unto  you  that  you  are  Peter,  and  upon 
this  rock  I  will  build  my  church;  and 
the  gates  of  Hades  shall  not  overpower 
it”  (16:18  NASV).  Space  does  not  per¬ 
mit  a  discussion  of  the  various 
theories.  The  word  "Peter”  means 
••rock”  and  if  one  were  to  substitute 
English  letters  for  the  Greek  charac¬ 
ters.  he  would  have  “petros.”  But 
when  Jesus  said,  ‘(upon  this  rock,"  he 
used  the  word  “petra.”  Although 
many  would  argue  against  putting  too 
much  emphasis  on  the  distinction  bet¬ 
ween  the  two  words  <  since  Jesus  was 
probably  speaking  Aramaic  and  that 
language  does  not  have  such  distinc¬ 
tion  for  rock),  it  does  seem  evident 
that  Jesus  was  not  speaking  of  building 
his  church  on  one  individual.  Through 
a  revelation  which  came  to  him  from 
God.  Simon  Peter  had  confessed  Jesus 
as  the  promised  Messiah,  and  Jesus 
seems  to  be  saying  that  out  of  people 
down  through  the  ages  who  made  a  like 
confession  based  on  God's  revelation 
he  will  build  his  church.  Simon  Peter 
was  one  rock-et-stone  to  be  laid  upon 
the  foundation.  Later  Peter  would 
write  in  one  of  his  letters:  .  . .  “You 
also,  as  living  stones,  are  being  built 
up  as  a  spiritual  house  for  a  holy 
priesthood.’-’  (I  Peter  1:5  NASV).  This 
body  of  believers  is  to  be  such  that 
even  death  itself  cannot  overpower  it. 

Death  can  dissolve  elarthly  relation¬ 
ships.  but  it  does  not  overcome  the 
church  of  the  Living  God. 
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Hty  at  this  particular  time  could  hinder 


- Devotional - 

Useful  indeed 

By  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  B< 

“Oh,  1  know  you  have  found  hirn  useless  in  the  past  but  he  is  going  to  be 

/  r»uji _ _ •l*-  _ 


From  this  point  on  in  his  ministry 
Jesuh  put  increasing  emphasis  on 
hinfself  and  his  role  in  the  world.  Prior 
to  this  time,  he  had  said  many  things 
about  the  kingdom— now  he  will  talk 
more  about  the  King  and  about  his 
mission.  |he  disciples  needed  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  he  must  die;  it  is  in¬ 
teresting  to  note  that  when  Peter  ex¬ 
pressed  a  contrary  view  Jesus  re¬ 
buked  him.  It  is  quite  pften  that  one’s 
friends  are  his  greatest  temptation. 

Jesus  never  led  people  to  think  that 
the  Christian  way  of  life  was  an  easy 
one.  Thus  he  could  talk  to  his  disciples 
about  £elf -denial  and  about  the  folly  of 
gaining  the  whole  world  but  losing 
one’s  life.  It  would  seem  only  natural 
to  have  Jesus* referring  to  the  Second 
Coming  of  Christ  In  verse  28,  but  this 
can  hardly  be  the  case.  Matthew  would 
record  later  that  Jesus  said:  “But  of 
that  day  and  hour  no  orfe  knows,  not 
even  the  angels  of  heaven,  nor  the  Son, 
but  the  Father  alone"  (24:36  NASV). 
Various  interpretations  have  been 
suggested.  Did  not  Christ  mean  that 
his  crucifixion  and  resurrection  would 
be  the  coming  of  his  kingdom— the 
ushering  in  of  a  new  age? 

III.  God’s  Approval  of  the  Son,  17:1-13. 

The  place  of  the  Transfiguration  is 
relatively  unimportant  although  it  was 
on  some  mountain  in  the  vicinity  of 
Caesarea-Philippi.  What  is  important 
is  tha|  Moses  (representing  the  law) 


now,  to  both  o/  us”  (Philemon  11 


Phillips ).  •  - 

During  the  early  part  of  each  year  (February  15)  Christians  of  the  Greek 
Church  celebrate  the  memory  of  a  man  who  at  one  time  was  useless.  He  hdti  put 
himself  on  the  scrapheap  but  something  happened  to  him,  and  the  story u  JJ“ 


read  it  through  twice.  ‘ 

“It  tells  of  a  great  one,”  the  man 
continued.  "I  have  waited  for  some¬ 
body  to  come  and  tell  me  about  him.” 

He  believed  if  the  Bible  was  true, 
God  would  send  sorqeone  to  him.  In 
recent  months,  however*  he  had  be¬ 
come  very  ill.  A  creeping  paralysis 

so  Onesimus  was  profitable).  He  ran  away,  Haywood  IJills  Baptist  ^Church,  "had  claimed  both  legs  and  was 

Nashville,  Terin.  .greeted  the  man  who  threading  to  take  his  life  unless  the 
was  already  crouched  in  his  usual  doctors  treating  him  could  discover  a 
place  on  the  floor.  cure.  ,  j  . 

“I  have  come  to  talk  with  you  about  /  Shelton,  one  of  76  Southern  Baptists 
Jesus  Christ,”  Shelton  said,  pausing  in  Korea  on  an  evangelistic  project 
for  his  interpreter  to  translate.  sponsored  by  the  Nashville  Baptist  As- 

Through  the  interpreter,  the  Korean  sociation,  presented  the  gospel  to  the 
man  responded,  “I  know,  I  have  been  man,  communicating  through  the  in¬ 
waiting  for  you  for  a  long  time.”  '  terpreter. 

Knowing  that  they  previously  had  “The  man  readily  believed  and  re¬ 
scheduled  the  appointment, ‘the  in-  joiced,”  Shelton  said.  “He  was 
terpreter  explained  they  were  not  late,  ready.” 

They  were  exactly  on  time.  <(  As  the  visitors  rose  to  leave,  the  man 

“That’s  not  what  I  meant,”  the  Ko-  thanked  them  for  coming, 
rean  explained.  “My  people  are  Shelton  said  the  man’s  final  words 
Buddhist  and  I  have  been  Buddhist,  shook  every  fiber  of  his  emotional  be- 
but  Buddha  gives  me  no  comfort.”  ing.  “You  almost  waited  too  long.” 

Pointing  to  a  Korean  Bible  in  the  op¬ 
posite  corner,  the  man  explained  he 
had  gotten  it  two  years  ago  and  had 


himself  on  the  scrapheap  but  something  happened  to  him,  and  the  story  is  ludden  sa 

£in  a  tiny  epistle  of  Paul  which  has  been  preserved  in  ou^New  in) 
Testament.  A  keen  Christian ofjhe  church  of  Colossae,  named  toi 
Philemon,  had  a  slave  he  called  Usefuj  (7n  Greek,"he-was  ly 
called  Onesimus:  there  was  a  Greek  word  “Onesis”  which 
meant  “profit”;  so  Onesimus  was  profitable).  He  ran  away, 
however,  probably  helping  himself  to  some  of  his  master’s 
money  before  he  went]  Somehow  he  met  Paul  in  a  Roman  jail. 

No  one  who  talked  with  Paul  for  long  could  have  been  un¬ 
moved.  Soon  the  missionary  was  sending  him  back  to  the 
master  he  had  wronged,  and  writing  a  note  to  beg  the' master 
Kelly  to  take  him  back  no  longer  as  a  slave  but  as  a  fellow-Christian. 

That  is  the  kind  of  change  that  could  occur  and  still  can  even  in  people  who  do 
wrong  things  and  run  away  in  cowardice. 

“You  found  him  pfetty  useless,”  Paul  wrote  to  Philemon,  but  “nowadays  he  is 
worth  something  to  you  and  me”  (Moffatt).  We  really  do  not  know  what  ha  >- 
pened  when  a  runaway  slave  returned  to  Colossae  but  Ignatius  in  one  of  1  s 
letters  talks  about  the  Bishop  of  Ephesus  who  was  called  Onesimus.  It  could  ha  e 
been  the  same  man.  Indeed,  some  of  the  scholars  think  that  the  useless  slave  h  d 
some  hand  in  collecting  the  letters  of  Saint  Paul  together  so  that  we  could  ha  e 
them  to  read.  If  so,  he  was  pretty  useful  after  all ! 

No  one  is  “useless”  to  Jesus.  This  is  the  truth  the  New  Testament  teaches  a  d 
all  Christian  biography  proclaims.  The  “Good  News”  is  all  about  the  way  usele  ss 

1.”  The  mission  of  our  churches  in  1982  is  o 


people  can  be  made  “useful  indeed  .  _  _ _ _ 

help  those  whose  lives  are  on  the  scrap  pile  to  be  introduced  to  Jesus  so  that 
can  make  them  “useful  indeed.” 


(Warren  is  associate  editor  of  the 
Tennessee  Baptist  and  Reflector.) 


Contrast  in  order  to  communicate 


By  James  L.  Travis,  III 
Pastoral  Services,  University 
of  Mississippi  Medical  Center 
Jackson,  Miss. 

I  Corinthians  2 

When  we  wish  to  make  an  excep¬ 
tionally  important  point  in  our  conver¬ 
sation.  often  we  will  resort  to  over¬ 
statement  or  sharp  contrast  which  im¬ 
ages  what  seems  to  be  an  absolute  po¬ 
larity  between  two  ideas.  Last  even¬ 
ing.  a  few  hours  after  we  had  returned 
from  a  holiday  trip,  my  wife  emphati¬ 
cally  said  to  me,  “1  am  freezing  to 


ality  that  sees  beyond  the  surface,  the 
obvious,  to  the  deeper  meaning  of 
truth.  In  fact,  Paul  points  out  that  had 
the  “rulers  of  this  age  understood 
this”  (more  than  likely  the  authorities 
which  passed  judgment  on  Jesus )  they 
wotild  have  responded  much  diffe¬ 
rently  to  Jesus  as  he  conducted  his 
ministry  on  earth.  They  would  have 
perceived  him  as  the  “Lord  of  Glory” 
rather  than  a  trouble-making  ei- 
carpenter  who  treatened  to  upset  their 
world. 


By  Louie  H.  Farmer,  Jr.,  Hattiesbi 
Luke  22:24-27;  John  13:1-7, 12-15;  P 
2:5-8 


Jesus’  purpose  of  serving  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  group. 

Jesus  had  shown  that  he  was  not  - 
ashamed  to  be  a  servant.  He  said  he 
had  given  the  disciples  an  example 
and  that  they  should  wash  one  Anoth¬ 
er’s  feet  We  do  not  find  this  being 
practiced  by  Christians,  generally, 
down  through  the  centuries.  There-  ! 
fore,  we  assume  that  the  command  he 
gave  was  not  for  the  specific  Act  but  for 
tiie  attitude  it  involves.  Surely  Jesus 
had  taken  the  form  of  a  servant.  It  was 
not  the  act  qf  washing  feet  or  the 


■g  that  there  was  more  than  a  simple  dis- 
il.  cussion  of  the  matter.  It  manifested  an 
attitude  quite  unlike  that  of  the  Mas¬ 
ter.  Jesus  told  the  disciples  that  kings 
of  the  world  order  their  servants 
;s  around  and  yet  claim  to  be  the  be- 
-8  nefactors  of  the  people.  Among  Christ- 
re  ians  it  is  to  be  different.  The  one  who 
will  be  greatest  is  to  Be  ljke  the 
r-  youngest.  Hie  youngest  and  the  ser¬ 
vants  were  lower  than  older  people  or 
Our  lesson  today  pictures  Jesu^in  the  chief  people.  Jesus  was  saying  that 
the  role  of  servant.  Later  Paul  wrotf  to  to  be  greatest  one  must  have  the  spirit, 

the  Philippians,  “Let  this  mind  be  in  the  mind,  the  attitude  of  the  youngest  _ _ ^  _ „ _ _ 

you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.”  or  of  a  servant.  He  reminded  them  that  specific  service  rendered  that  was  im- 

The  Greek  word,  phroneo,  refers  to  a  he  was  among  them  as  a  servant.  portant  but  the  fact  that  he  was  of  the 

habit  of  thought  within  one.  It  is  vari-  jesus.  example— serv  ice  disposition  to  serve  where  service  was 

ously  translated  attitude,  mind,  dis-  ,  „  l  m  *  ..  .  .  needed.  He  was  not  ashamed  to  get  his 

position  or  spirit.  Paul  said  that  Jesus  In  New  Testament  times  people  hands  dirty! 
always  had  the  nature  of  God  but  took  traveled  by  foot  on  the  dusty  roads  of  The  point  of  the  entire  lesson  is  that 

on  the  nature  of  a  servant.  Palestine.  When  guests  went  into  a  ,COnceit,  unnecessary  clinging  to  dig- 

This  is  the  heart  of  our  lesson  today.  “  was  common  courtesy  for  the  nity  selfish  ambition,  or  looking  down 

Jesus  is  pictured  as  a  servant,  and  host  to  have  a  servant  washthe  dusty ,  0n  fellow  men  is  not  the  way  of  becotn- 

serve  he  did.  However,  the  important  br ,  ^eet  ™  the  traveler.  Inis  was  a  jng  tbe  greateSt  Christian.  Jesus  had 

thing  is  not  simply  the  service  but  the  task  that  was  left  to  a  servant  and  was  sai(j  jn  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 

disposition  or  mind-set  behind  the  sei-  ben<ratb  the  dlin,‘y  of  tbe  host.  He  -Blessed  are  the  meek;  for  they  shall 


2: 10b- 13,  The  Spirit  as  Teacher: 
Within  the  limits  of  human  language, 
Paul  here  attempts  to  explain  some¬ 
thing  of  the  way  in  which  a  deeper  vis¬ 
ion  of  reality  is  possible  for  the  human 
creature.  He  uses  the  analogy  that  no 
one  has  as  free  access  to  a  person's 
own  thoughts  as  that  person.  Paul 
makes  the  point  that  it  is  through 
God’s  Spirit  of  love  and  understanding 
that  the  riches  of  God’s  wisdom  are 
available  to  persons.  What  happens  is 
that  we  are  taught  by  the  Spirit  to  un¬ 
derstand  and  to  see  more  clearly  what 
life  is  all  about.  One  needs  to  re¬ 
member  in  this  context  the  closing 
reassurances  of  Jesus  as  recorded  in 
the  Gospel  of  John,  that  he  would  send 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Counselor,  who 
would  interpret  and  clarify  the  truth 
that  had  entered  the  world.  In  this  pas¬ 
sage  Paul  continues  to  work  with  con¬ 
trast,  the  Spirit  which  is  from  God  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  the  spiritof  the  world. 


Application— toe  disposition  to  serve 

(Several  years  ago,  while  I  was  a 
Baptist  Student  Union  director,  a 
young  graduate  student  came  into  our 
BSU".  She  expressed  an  interest  in 
doing  some  sort  of  service.  When  we 
were  without  a  janitor  she  asked  for 
the  job.  It  seemed  a  bit  out  of  character 
for  a  doctoral  student,  who  had  taught 
several  years  in  high  school  in  another 
state,  to  be  dusting,  sweeping  and 
picking  up  cola  bottles  thoughtlessly 
left  by  freshmen,  We  found  that  she 
had  “this  mind  . , .  which  was  also  in 
Christ  Jesus.”  She  was  not  afraid  to 
gether  hands  dirty !  Later  she  became 
associate  BSU  director.  On  the  very 
day  this  is  being  written  she  has  been 
appointed  as  a  foreign  missionary  by 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  She  has 
demonstrated  that  she  is  a  willing  ser¬ 
vant.  On  a  mission  field,  whatever  the 
conditions  or  whatever  is  needed,  she 
will  be  a  servant.  In  this  she  will  follow 
Jesus  who  was  of  the  mind  to  be  a  ser¬ 
vant  among  his  disciples. 

This  mind  of  being  a  servant  is  not 
just  for  those  special  people  who  are 
called  to  serve  as  missionaries,  but  for  > 
every  individual  Christian. 


